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The acclamation “Axios,” the ancient Greek cry
meaning “worthy,” rose from a packed congregation
inside St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral in To-
ronto’s Scarborough district on the afternoon of Sep-
tember 19 2026, as Archbishop Apostolos of Canada
ascended the archiepiscopal throne. Families from
across Ontario and beyond filled the nave and the bal-
cony, many holding phones aloft for relatives watching
from afar. The ceremony opened a new chapter for the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada and the par-
ishes, schools and community institutions that have
anchored Hellenic life in this country for generations,
and it raised pointed questions about how the Arch-
diocese communicates with the Greek-Canadian public
it serves.

A representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople presided over the enthronement. The
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
elected Apostolos unanimously on July 22. He previ-
ously served as metropolitan of New Jersey, arrived in
Toronto on September 16 and succeeds former arch-
bishop Sotirios, whose long tenure shaped the Can-
adian Archdiocese.

The enthronement address, delivered in Greek and
English, spoke directly to the experience of the dias-
pora. Apostolos described Canada as “the land where
our ancestors arrived with hope, worked, created, built
churches, schools and church communities and laid the
foundations of a living Greek Orthodox presence.”

The Greek language stood at the centre of his re-
marks. He called it “a living ark of memory, truth and

wisdom,” adding: “It is a bridge between the genera-
tions. It is part of our identity.” In the English portion,
he pledged to strengthen schools, support teachers
and renew educational programs, and he urged young
people to take part in Greek education, community
service and volunteer work. For Montreal, home to
one of the largest Greek communities in the country
and its network of community schools, that emphasis
carries direct weight.

He also recognized the varied origins of Greek Can-
adians, from regions across Greece to Cyprus, Pontus,
Cappadocia, Asia Minor, Eastern Thrace and Constan-
tinople, saying these places, histories and memories
“enrich us and unite us.” He named unity as the de-
fining word of his tenure and said a person can be “at
once a good Canadian, a conscious Greek and, above
all, a faithful Orthodox Christian.” The enthronement
Divine Liturgy was celebrated the following morning,
September 20.

For Greek Canadians outside the church, the event
unfolded almost entirely out of view. No profession-
al live video feed was made available to broadcast
media. The only transmission from the Archdiocese
came from a single mobile phone held vertically, with
an operator whispering beside the microphone, hands
passing in front of the lens and constant shaking. The
owner of a Greek-language television station in Florida
WZRA Channel 48, searching for a usable signal, con-
tacted The Montreal Greek Times for help and ultim-
ately aired nothing. Community broadcasters in Can-
ada with the equipment and experience to produce a
professional signal had no role in the coverage.

Access inside the cathedral followed a visible hier-
archy. Media outlets from Greece moved through
areas closed to others, including positions in front of
the sanctuary, while other Greek-Canadian journalists
were directed to the balcony. Marianna Michalitsian-
ou of The Greek Press in Toronto said she was turned
away at the door by an official who doubted she was

media, and entered only after volunteers at the en-
trance recognized her. She was then kept from moving
forward to take photographs, while at least two out-
lets from Greece remained at the front throughout the
ceremony. Other diaspora outlets received no reply to
their requests. The publisher of The Montreal Greek
Times asked publicly whether a pool arrangement had
been established, the standard practice at high-pro-
file events in which one designated crew shares clean
photos and video with all accredited media. No such
arrangement was announced.

“We are talking about the basic professional or-
ganization of a major public church event: media ac-
creditation, briefings, a press position, a clean tele-
vision feed, proper sound and one person responsible
for answering the media,” the publisher wrote. “It is
Media Relations 101.” He argued that an event of this
scale requires a common, non-exclusive professional
feed and clear access rules applied equally to every
outlet. By favouring media from Greece and sidelining
the community press, the organizers left thousands
of Greek Canadians in Montreal, Vancouver and else-
where, along with viewers in the United States, to
follow a landmark moment for their Church through
selfies, fragments and shaky vertical clips.

A reception followed the enthronement ceremony,
at which further speeches were delivered. The few
amateur videos of the reception circulating online
are too fragmentary to allow those remarks to be
reported with accuracy. The Montreal Greek Times
requested access to the enthronement and received
no response, and under the arrangements in place, in-
dependent professional reporting by local Greek-Can-
adian media was not possible. Details in this report are
therefore limited to publicly available accounts and
material. Montreal Greek Radio and Montreal Greek
TV, part of The Montreal Greek Times, reported and
broadcast the enthronement using the limited infor-
mation that was available.
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H 10TOpIKI] S1X0TAGCH TOU XPICTIXVIKWC
0p0030Eou XUPUAKTHPX TOU ZUVTAYHATOC

Xap&2Aoapmog

K

hariskatsivardas@yahoo.gr

O xapaktipag tou Tuvtdyuatoc kabiotatal Xplotia-
VIKOG Kal 6n OpB6do&og, touto &g, npokuntel Npodn-
Awc and tnv npopetwnida tou Xuvtayuartog n onoia
bev avabewpeital, kaBdti ev ovépartt tng onoiag, eivat
wnoetobév 1o EANadIké Zuvtaypa, apxig YEVOUEVNG
and tnv idpuon tou EAAadIkoU Kpdatoucg kat e€ikveltat
axpl In¢ teAeutaiag, and to apbpo 3, To onoio népav
and tnv katoxUpwaon tng doyuatikig evétntag tng Op-
0660&nc EkkAnoiag avagépetal 6Tl N nAslovoyngia
tou EAAaSIkoU Aaou, eival Xplotiavol OpBddofol pe
Vv pATPa n «enikpatoloa» Bpnokeia, Sixwc ouddAwg
va Biyel tnv pUBulon tou dpBpou 13 nepi Opnokeutt-
koU nAoupaAtopol.

O 6eopdc TN OpBoddEou Nnapaddoswc kabiotatat
appiktwc ouvdedepévn, Pe TNV idpuon tou EAAaSIKoU
Kpdtoug, ouviotd pia pakpd napddoon n onoia ouv-
Séetal pe TNV oupBoAn tou KAfjpou npog tnv aneAeu-
Bépwon tng EAAGSag aAAd kal €1¢ TV Slapdppwon
¢ €OVIKAG Pag ouveldbNoew, apxng yevouévng and
tnv Bulavtivl Autokpatopia, tov OBwpavikd Quyo,
HEXpl Kal tov eBvoanAeuBepwtikd aywva, apa ano-
TeAel exéyyuo Kal ouotatikd otoixeio tng tautdtnTag
Tou EAANvicuoU.

H pakpd auti) napadoon anotunwvetal £1G tov EOvi-
KO pag 'Yuvo, €1¢ Tnv noinon, £1¢ ta anogvnuovelpata
Twv TOTE Npwwv, £1¢ TNV EAANVIKA pag onuaia, tnv
avdptnon Twv EIKOVWV £1¢ ToUC SNPOCIOUC £V VEVEL Op-
yaviopoug (oxoAeia, Sikaotpla), TG NPOCEUXEC, TOUG
AylacpoUckal ev yével tic doEoAoyisg, Gpa Aotndv ano-
tehoUv TNV Kuplapxn kal akavbwdn cuvictwoa npog
v 6éunon NG eBVIKAG Hag ouveldRoewC.

KaBiotatat npddnAo 6Tt n évvola tng tautétntag Ka-
Biotatat 1dlaitata onuavtikd dnwc Kat n epunveia Twv
6pwv EkkAnocia und BeoAoyikAg endWewc Kal £Bvoug
Unod LOTOPLKO-KOIVWVIKO-MOMTIKAG, SLOTL N VOUIKA €Nt
OTAMN, EPpEUVA To NapeANBOv, AauBavel undoywn to opbo
neplexoPevo O6NoU Ta EMOTNUOVIKA TNC £pyalcia,
aduvatolv va npocdwoouv, NPooPelyovtag I TIG
AM\eg enotApPeg, O©coMoyia, lotopia, npokelyévou, va
AGBouv T kKataAAnAeg NnAnpo@opieg Npokeluévou va
epunNveUoouVv To opBO6 NeEPLEXOUEVO TWV dpwv, HOvoV
Kata autoév tov Tpoéno Ba nduvavto va oplobeticouv
opBwg tnVv évvola £€6vog OpBodo&n EkkANoia, o avtl-
Sl1actoAf tou O6pou Kpdtoc-Opnokeia, 6nwg eniong
dlaitato onuavtikd ival n geAETN Kat N ENppon Twv
Slagopetikwyv doypdtwy tng idlag Opnokeiag ) dia-
@OPETIKWV £1¢ TNV StldnAacn tng NoAITIKAG KouAtoupag
aAAa kat tnv Sopn NG Kowwviag.

Apa n évvola tn¢ tautdtntag déov 6nwg Stahap-
Bavetatl onwodnnote S16TL anoteAel oToxeio NG ou-
VEXEla Tou noAttiopoU énw¢ SlapopPuivetal Kal tov
{wvtavd opyaviopd tou KataotatikoU Xaptn evég
'EBvoug 6nwc¢ eival To X0vtaypa kat Uotepa ol vopol
ol onoiot Ba cup@wvoUlv pe autd, S1oTL évag Aadg, éva
£6vog ouvdéetal opyavika Pe To NapeNBoOV Tou, WG
npoiUnéBeaon, 61a to péAAov kal 6po eEENENC Kal Npood-
Sou, n6go paidov étav eneAalvel n naykooplonoinon
Kal n npoaywyr GAAwV noAtlopwy, Opnokewwv Kat ev
VEVEL oToXeiwy, Adyw TOU NPOooPuyIKoU JETAVACTEU-
TIKOU PE OAEC TIG OUVEPEAKOPEVEC EP@aveig Kal adlo-
PATEC NTUXEC TOU.

Katda ouvénelq, €1 to Zuvtaypa Oa npénet va dia-
ogaliletal n Kuptdpxouoca Opnokeia n onoia cuvu-
@aivetal pe o EAANVIKSO £€Bvocg Kal noAttiopd, npiv Kat
16ila katd v Stapdppwaon tou EAANVIKOU Kpdatoug,
6nwc toUTo yaptupeital and cwpela KePEvwy Kat nn-
YWV, xwpig ToUuto va opBwvetal BeBaiwg npécokoppa
£1¢ ToVv OpnNoKeUTIKO NAoUpaAlopd nou oUTwE N AAAWG
npoBAénetal pntwc €1¢ to apBpo 13 Tou Tuvtdyuatog,
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uno tnv évvola 6tL kaBe Aadg, KaBe £€Bvoc, N LOoTOPIKA
TOU OUVEXELa Kal Ta BgpeAtwdn NOAITIOPIKA Tou Xapa-
KTNPLoTIKA Tou onolou Stacwdovtal €1¢ Ta nAaiola tou
Ynepkeipevou Népou, tou KataotatikoU Xdptn tng
Matpidag tou, 6nou to Kpdatog dia twv BeoPIKwY Tou
opydvwv ta npootatelel KAl Ta NEPIPPOUpEL.

Apa Aoindv € autol tou Adyou KaBe ouAloyikd uno-
kelpevo @épel kal éva évopa 6nwg EAAGda, diétt tol-
outotpénwc unodnAwvetal n £tepdTNTA TOU £VOC €V
OXE0€EL WG Npo¢ Ta AAAa £6vn, KaToXUpWVETAl PNTWG
kal diakpttwe n unodnAoloa Slaxpovikn tautdtntd
ToU W £€Bvog, noAttiopdg, Aadg, Bpnokeia, AON, £€61uaq,
lotopia, napadooelg aAAd kal YA\wooa, wg €k ToUTou
KGO ‘EBvoc-Kpatog Ba npénel va StacpaAiosl tnv tau-
TOTNTA ToU, Kal €1¢ Ta NAaiola TN¢ 0OHWOEWC Kal aAAn-
AonepIXwpPAOEWC TOU PE TOUG AAAoU¢ noAttiopolc va
Slatnpel Tnv avenavainntn dtapopetikdTNTA TOU, Yia
TOUCG W¢ avw Adyoug Aotnody, to apbpo 3 eniBaiietal
va napapeivel dedopévou 6t Sev Biyel Tov OpnokeuTt-
K6 nA\oupaAilouo.

El¢ enippwotv TN w¢ avw nNpotacewg, napabétw
éva anoéonacpa and tnv yvwpn tng oAopéAslacg tng Eu-
pwnaikn¢ Enttponn¢ twv Aikaiwpdtwy tou AvBpwnou
™¢ 23.10.1990 eni tng unoB£oewc Darby kata oundi-
ag, 11581/85, €1 tnv onoia yvwpoddtnon napéneyye
AMav npoo@atwc tnv 18n-09-2012, pe 6i1ataén to Eu-
pwnaiké Aikaotiplo Akaiwpdtwv tou AvBpwnou,
€1g Tnv unéBson ASTRAUARFELAGID katd loAavdiag
(22897/08)

E€ autou dnAadn ouvayetal 6t dev onuaivel €€ opl-
ououU n unapén tng ©pnokeiag, Npo elgétt Tng Beoni-
0swC TNC cUPUPBAoswg Twv SikalwPAaTtwy tou avlpw-
nou, va ocuvendyetal autodikaiwg tnv napaBiaon tng
E.Z.A.A, xwpic 6poug A npolinoBéocig, ue Baon tnv ne-
pintwotoAoyia, e€aAAou Ba npocébeta 6t n Eupwna-
ik ‘Evwon dgv anattei tnv katapynon tng EBvikAg Ku-
plapxiag kat ta dlaltepa xapaktnPLoTIKA TautdtTNTag
TOU €kAotou cupdBailopévou £€Bvoug, d1dtL n Kolvwvia
Twv €Bvwy, €1¢ ta nAaiola tng Eupwnng ouvundpxet
Slakpitd, 6ixwg va avalpei Tnv autoteAn kat ave€dptn-
Tn €0VIKN ovTOTNTa Tou €KACTOTE £BVOUC-KPATouG, €K
Twv onofwv ev téAet anaptiletal.

MNepi tng edonolol Siapopdq petafl tng EKKAN-
olag kal Opnokeiag, unod tnv évvola ot €€ 16pUoEW
Tou EAAaSIkoU Kpdatoug, und Nopikd navtote npioya,
n EkkAnoia wg kowvdétnta Ato anokekoppévn and to
owpa tou OkoupevikoU MNatplapxeiou, Adyw OTL lxe
a@opioel tov ebvikoaneAeuBepwtikd aywva, €€ au-
ToU tou Adyou, £1¢ Ta npwrta Tuvtdypata SlactéAAeTal
£Napkwe n évvola tng Opnokeiag (@oAoyikwe n {woa

0OpB66oén napadoan, 616TL 0 KAAPOC avTITAXBNKE €1G
TNV enionuo ekkAnoia kat ouvédpape Pe tov Aad nNpog
v aneAeuBépwon and tov enaxdn uyd Tng aveleu-
Bepiag twv OBwpavwy), and tnv EkkAnacia kat yivetat
xpAon tou 6pou enikpatoloa Opnokeia, ouclaotika
UnoSNAWVE To ENKPATESTEPO PPOVNLA TWV Aywviloa-
pévwy, we SnAwTIKG oTtoixeio Tng EAANVIKAG 1Bayeveiag
€1¢ avtiblaotoAn pe toug arloebveig kat aAhobddEouc.

Eldikétepov napabétw tnv adidcelotn kat adlapl-
oBAtntn lotopiki aAnBela, n onoia kablotd cuveldnTA
v 8£on tn¢ {wong OpB660ENc napaddoewg, we TNV
KatioxUouoa Kat enikpatoloa, w¢ SoPIKO oucTATIKO
otolxeio Tou unod Stapdpewan eAAadikoU Kpdtouc,.

El¢ To npoowpivd noAiteupa tng Emdalpou 6nwg
Kat uloBetBnke and tnv EBvikA Zuvéleuon otig 15 la-
vouapiou 1822 kal £Ktote, napapével oxedov n dla oe
OAa ave€alpétwg Ta Xuvtaypata nou {oxuav €1G Ty
EANGSa péxpl kal oRuEpPa.

MANV OpwWG 0 okondg RTO IOTOPLKOC Kal OUCLACTIKOG
kat €€e6nAwve tnv diwa tou Mévoug bla tnv dpuon
evég EBvika Ave€dptntou Kpdtoug 6nou ta Kupiapxa
otolxeia tou £6vouc, ta onoia cuvéBaAav €1¢ TNV ano-
tiva&én tou OBwpavikou fuyol va anoteAécouv To Oe-
péAlo, Toug Kupiapxoug a€oveg, Tou kalvopavoug Ka-
Taotatikou Xaptn tou veoouotatou Kpatouc.

Aglo pveiag wg npog tnv lotopiki avtiAnwn tng év-
vola tn¢ ©pnokeiag 6ia toug EAANVEG, eival 6T, npo Tou
Juvtaypatocg tng Emdalpou, n Tuvéleuon tng Avato-
MKNC Xépoou EAAGSac, tnv 15n NoeuBpiou 1821, eixe
wnoloel, tnv NopikA Aldta&n, Toutéotv to Tuvtaypa
T™N¢ TonikN¢ Entkpatelag, To onoio ekkivoutayv anod tnv
Auo@looa kal nepiAdpBave tnv EVBola kat tnv ATTIKA.

Mo ouykekpluéva €1¢ To apBpo 26 tng Alatdewc
autAg avépepe eni Aé€et :

«Av Kal 6Aag ta Bpnokeiag kat yYA\wooag 6éxetal n
EAAGG Kal Ta TeAeTAC Kal XpAov autwv Kat oudéva
tpoénov dev epnodilel, tTnv AvatoAlkiv Opwc tou Xpl-
otoU EkkAnoiav kal tnv onuepwvAv yvwooav pévag
avayvwpilel wg enikpatovoag Bpnokeiav kat yAwo-
oav tn¢ EANGSoc»

Apa Aowndv n évvola tng Bpnokeiag aAAd kat Tng
YAwooag anoteAoUoay ta Bacikd oToixeia Twv enava-
oTatwy PEXPL TNV OTIYUA EKElvn, Aoav Ta enikpatéate-
pa ta onoia vonuatodotouv tnv (dpucn evoc, katd to
paAAov A fttov, opoyevolg Kpatouc.

XapdaAapnocg B KatolBapdacg
Awknyépoc¢ Nap’ Apeiw Mayw kat Zt.E
Ave€aptntog BouAeuti¢
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IN LOVING MEMO

Basile __
Papadopoulos”

1943-2018

Eighth Year Memorial Service

Saturday, September 26, 2026

Greek Orthodox Monastery of the
Virgin Mary the Consolatory

827 Chemin de la Carriere
Brownsburg-Chatham, Quebec J8G 1K7

Family and friends are invited to join us

-“,
- :
yer and remembrance.

May his memory be eternal.

Un message de votre élue

N condiohee ol

IMON|T|RE A|L|

GREEK

FILM .

In partnership with:

ig g o ®eoTIBEA EAVIKOD Je tlens a souhaiter a tous'les élaves, aux enSflgnants au
IFIE[S|T]I|V]AL] %;!::.'.:.* \ \‘_ Gt KIWIIWTOZ‘I’)%%R personnel 'scolaire et aux familles une année remplie de bonheur,

- -de découvertes et de belles réussites.

[ TICKET

" Que cette rentrée soit le début d’une année inspirante, rich_ésq\ _
" apprentissages, en nouvelles amitiés et en moments .
mémorables.

/

!
Happy back-to-school season!
I would like to extend my warmest wishes to all students, teachers,
- $hool staff, and families for a year filled with happiness,

ATrIOZ &
NAIZIOE LTy discovery, and success.
e ‘I_' May this school year mark the beginning of an
t ' inspiring journey, rich in learning, new friendships

and memorable moments.

f.
'@'\gj‘éﬁa Revelakis

SJConseﬂlere municipale de Chomedey
ﬂ gd‘-evela ral.ca /

Learn more at

CINEMA Coreinal | Wy

NMA OAEZ TIX YNOOEZEIZ ZAZ
ZTHN EANAAA, KYNTPO KAl KANAAA

J.KROMIDA

COMPTABLE PROFESSIONNEL AGREE
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT
ENATTEAMATIAZ OPKQTOZ AOTIZTHZ

* dopoloyiKka * ZuvraflodoTIK&
 Krnuaroloyiou ¢ KAnpovopika

 AcgahioTiké (IKA, OTA, TEBE)

750, avenue Sainte-Croix, Saint-Laurent, QC H4L 3Y2 « Tel: (514) 747-3413 / Fax: (514) 747-0799 * Email: jamesk@kromida.com « www.kromida.com
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HOL¢ SORATES-AEMOSTHENE

Diepes 19078

ACANEMIE PRIVES

ANOIXTEZ MOPTEX
/ / / /
PORTES OUVERTES - OPEN HOUSE T'att oL otkoyeveleg mag emtAeyovy

(I) OVTOOTE iT e TO 20 KoL TAVL UTIO EVAY ALV
Wa l8i aag ggaj. XPONIA NMAPAPTHMATA FAQXXIEX AEMTA

Madaywytkng Y10 Meidov IaANKG, ayyAKa Mabnong
pr)\wocm nadeia. ﬂpOBd&Op.O. yia pa an aploTeiag Movtpeah Kat ENANVIKA ™mv eBdoudda
YABBATO 3 OKTQBPIOY 2026 - 9:00 - 12:00 Tpi’ylwaan oot T*{IV])»O’ b sy
5 MAPAPTHMATA STO MEIZON MONTPEAA E€atopikeupévn kabodnynan yia my
ATIO TO NHMIATQTEIO (4 ETON) EKT[CL[SEL{OT] nou’ avantuooel Tﬂ' €€ENEN, TNV autornenoibnon Kal mv
YVWOTLKY) eveNEla kat tposToladel gmTuyia KaOe puadnt.

EQY TH AEYTEPOBAOMIA EKMAIAEYZH TOUG MOONTEC YL Evay avolXTto KOOUO.
Mo xorvoryTa omov xade o omd 117 ypévie
wabyTg neTpaet apLoTelog
Tnpidoupue kat aykaldloupe 6Aa Ta ESw kat mdvw amd evav auwva Hag
TSI oav Lo LEYAAT OLKOYEVELQ. EUTTIOTEVOVTAL YEVIEG OLKOYEVELWV.

Keiote ) 6éoy oog —

=evaynon - Nvwpiote v opada pag - AvakaAOPTte TNV eKITAOEUTIKT MAG
Tipoogyylon - Kavte OAeG TIG EpWTNTELS TOC

2QKPATHZX II ZQKPATHZ Il YQKPATHZX IV YQKPATHX V AHMOZOENHZX

5757, av. Wilderton, Montréal 11, 11e Rue, Roxboro, Montréal 5220, Grande Allée, St-Hubert 931 rue Emerson, Laval 1565, boul. St-Martin O., Laval
T.514-738-2421 #144 T.514-685-1833 T.450-656-4832 T.450-681-5142 T. 450-972-1800
soc2@hcgm.org soc3@hcgm.org soc4@hcgm.org soc5@hcgm.org demosthene@hcgm.org

SOCDEM.ORG
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The first Greek families of Montreal

from the wharves to the parish

The second instalment of this series traces the
pioneers who came ashore from 1843, the crop
crisis that swelled their ranks, and the founding
of the first Greek Orthodox community in Canada.

By Dimitri Papadopoulos
with Files from John Coconas

Along the timber wharves of the port of Mont-
real, where the masts of ocean sailing ships once
crowded the edge of the young city, a small band
of Greek seamen came ashore and stayed, the
first of a community that would rise over six dec-
ades from a scattering of sailors into families,
shops and, in time, a church of its own. This ac-
count picks up where the Ffirst part of the series,
published in the previous issue of GREEK TIMES,
left off, following the earliest Greek arrivals of the
1840s through the great migration of the 1890s
to the founding, at the turn of the 20th century,
of the first organized Greek Orthodox community
in Canada.

As the earlier chapter recounted, the Ffirst
Greeks to reach Montreal, whether as registered
immigrants or as men who slipped quietly ashore,
were sailors by trade. The historians of the com-
munity, chiefly George D. Vlassis in his 1953
volume “The Greeks in Canada” and Georgios
Vasilakis in his 1983 history, place the first to dis-
embark in 1843: Panagiotis Nonis and Theodoros
Lekkas, both natives of Kranidi in the Argolic dis-
trict of Ermionida, and both veteran seamen of
the Greek War of Independence of 1821. They had
fought for a free Greece and carried that memory
across the Atlantic to a French-speaking city on
the St. Lawrence.

Two years later, in 1845, three more sailors
landed from the island of Psara, remembered
only by their given names of Michalis, Giannis and
Dimitris. Psara had ample reason to send its sons
abroad, its proud merchant fleet, third in Greece
after those of Hydra and Spetses, having been
destroyed by Ottoman forces in June 1824, with
thousands of its people killed or scattered. In the
years that followed came A. Zervoudakis of Ka-
mares, in the Chania region of Crete, who kept an
elegant confectionery until 1876 at 26 Saint Paul
Street, the oldest commercial artery of Old Mont-
real, together with a Cretan known as Manios and
a man named Nikolas from Mesolongi, the town
of the celebrated 1826 exodus, who reached the
city in 1880.

For decades the numbers stayed small. From
1843 to 1885 the community, by the most careful
reckoning of these historians, amounted to per-
haps ten souls. A few more followed before the
decade was out: Giorgos Gerasimou, another son
of Kranidi, in 1886; Markos Pepesis and Michalis
Nikolakakos in 1887; and Michalis Gianoutsos in
1889. Their livelihoods often lay in the food, fruit
and confectionery trades that early Greeks across
North America made their own, work that let a
man with modest savings open a shop of his own.

The final decade of the 19th century turned
that trickle into a current. The cause lay in the
vineyards of the Peloponnese, where the Corinth-

ian currant had become the economic lifeblood
of the young Greek state, at times three-quarters
of all its exports. When France, whose own vines
had been devastated by the phylloxera blight, re-
stored its harvests and raised tariffs against Greek
fruit around 1893, prices collapsed, and a sover-
eign default that same year deepened the ruin.
Poor and often illiterate farmers from the moun-
tainous heart of the Peloponnese, from Laconia
and Arcadia, along with families from Epirus and
the islands, set out for the New World. Between
1890 and 1914, close to a sixth of the population
of Greece emigrated. Most passed through the
Atlantic ports of Halifax, New York and Boston on
their way to Montreal.

By 1893 the Greeks of Montreal numbered
around 300, most of them Laconian, Arcadian,
Epirote and islander in origin. The historians
count among the first Greek families of that
year those of Dimitrios Pergantis, Kostas and
Leonidas Mitrakos, Giorgos Agiorgitis, Dimitrios
Zarafonitis, Vasilis Brahalis, Dimitrios Hatzizisiou,
Panagiotis Panoulas, Nikos Fouriezos, Panagiotis
Smyrlis, Panagiotis Nikolaras, Kostas Zervos and
Charalambos Koutsogiannopoulos, names that
would soon anchor the community’s institutions.

A year later, in 1894, the count reached some
400, with other estimates of the day running to
700 and more. Such numbers gave rise to the first
talk of founding a Greek Orthodox community
and a school. In the meantime the faithful Found
shelter within another Orthodox house of wor-
ship, a Greek-Syrian church whose Syrian priest
tended to the religious and social needs of the
small colony. The record confirms that in August
1897 the Greeks of Montreal joined Syrians and
Russians in a Divine Liturgy celebrated by the Da-
mascus-born Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny,
later honoured as a saint, who would establish a
Syrian Orthodox parish in the city in 1908.

The mounting spiritual and cultural weight of a
growing population pressed the Greeks toward

common action. At the dawn of the new century
they drew up a plan, petitioned the Holy Synod
of the Church of Greece for a priest of their own,
and set about forming the Greek Orthodox Com-
munity of Montreal under a temporary adminis-
trative council of the pioneers. The record names
Charalambos Koutsogiannopoulos as president,
Kostas Mitrakos as general secretary and Dimit-
rios Pergantis as treasurer, with Michalis Nikola-
kakos, Thanasis Spyridakos, Dimitrios Zarafonitis,
Giorgos Kyriazopoulos, Michalis Koliadis, Gior-
gos Klavdianos and Giorgos Agiorgitis serving as
councillors.

That effort took firm shape in 1906, when the
community organized formally under Koutsogian-
nopoulos as the first Greek Orthodox community
inallof Canada. Its first priest, Father Agathodoros
Papageorgopoulos, arrived on Oct. 25, 1906, and
served at first in a rented hall. The community se-
cured land in Old Montreal in 1908, received its
provincial charter in May 1909, and on Dec. 10,
1910, consecrated the Evangelismos, or Annun-
ciation, church on Saint Lawrence Boulevard, the
first purpose-built Greek Orthodox church in the
country, soon joined by the Platon Greek school.

The historical account this series follows, drawn
from the community’s own chroniclers Vlassis and
Vasilakis and the journalistic references of Takis
Petritis, closed its second chapter by announcing
the next: the arrival of a self-styled "priest" of
Greek origin, named in the community’s accounts
as lakovos and remembered as the notorious fake
priest from Lowell, Massachusetts, whose ap-
pearance would unsettle the young society of the
Greeks of Montreal.

In the next issue of GREEK TIMES: as word of the
first temporary administrative council spread through
the community, a Greek-born man remembered as the
notorious fake priest from Lowell, Massachusetts,
known by the name lakovos, made his appearance and
threw the small society of the Greeks of Montreal into
open turmoil.
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Welcome Back to School!
KaAn ZxoAwkn Xpovia! .- 4
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DEPUTEE FEDERALE DE VIMY
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR VIMY

405-2500, Blvd. Daniel-Johnson,
Laval, QC, H7T2P6

9 Annie.Koutrakis@parl.gc.ca e (450) 973-5660

— - "
As a new school year begins, 1 wish all students a year filled

with new opportunities, meaningfml experiences, and exciting discoveries.

May you embrace every opportunity to learn, stay curious,

and pursue your goals with conﬁdence and determination.

Whether you are returning to fami[iar classrooms or beginning anew chaptev, .
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1 hope you make the most of every moment

and take pride in all that you accomp[ish. -

Wishing all students a successful, inspiring,

and rewarding SC’flOO[ year ahead.’
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‘ DEPUTEE FEDERALE DE | MP FOR f Emmanuella Lambropoulos
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méﬂi;isma 514.360.3000 | ImmeublesCharisma.com %

Agence Immobiliére
NANCY
VICKY : ZENTEFIS

Best wishes to students,
_ teachers, and families for
*_ asuccessful school year.

514.814.3064 514.594.4570

courtiervickygeorgiadou@gmail.com nancyzentefis@gmail.com

Beautiful 2 bedroom condo in prime Villeray! Superior finishings including quartz counters, Lowney Phase 8 condo in Griffintown with 1 closed bedroom,
walk-in closet with ensuite bathroom. Modern kitchen with
quartz counter tops. Storage included. Terrace on the roof with

spectacular views! Gym, pool, spa, sauna, bbq!

| wood floors. Master bedroom with walk-in closet, second bedroom with walk-in and patio doors
|| opening onto the back terrace, 5 min walk to metro, Jarry Park, Marché Jean Talon, cafés, bars,

restaurants, Bixi stations and Communauto parking. Superior soundproofing and insulation.
\ Indoor garage and locker. Immediate occupancy!
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Hermes overseq $ Trqf'ﬁc 4363 Boul. Saint-Martin O Chomedey Laval

Awpeav Swavopn dappakwy kadnuepiva oe 6Ao To MovTpeal

Reliable international shipping between (450) 682-2626

Canada and Greece
and destinations worldwide

M personal belongings ¥ commercial cargo

M vehicles g

AvaoTaciog AvayvwoTomoulog
AlmtAa oag e kOBE Brijsa

H.O.T. Hermes Overseas Traffic Inc. katherine@hermesoverseas.com

1449 Rue Bégin www.hermesoverseas.com Ma 6Aeg Tig eEETACELS kat Ta epfoAla gag utdpXEL voookoua
Ville Saint-Laurent, Quebec Fax: (514) 274 2600 oto pappakeio pag. KaAéote Twpa yia pavrepfou!
H4R 1V8 Telephone: (514)270-1961

MONTREAL GREEK RADIO AKOY:TE ZONTANA
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“PLAY MONTREAL GREEK RADIO” kR
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SINCE 1952

Gree to me'

Since 1952, we have been crafting

traditional Greek phyllo pastries with

superior quality ingredients.

Alfa, our Greek family business,

7 ) is now available in Canada!
.;_ @ 2eeee Experience the original flavor
N Spanakonita of Greece in all the major S/M
= chains in Quebec & Ontario!

Pate Feullletee
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