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Montreal Cretans bring joy to Crete

Montreal Cretan Association donates $10,000 to Chania care center

Dimitri

sL PO

edltor@greektlmes ca

The Cretan Association of
Montreal has made a dona-
tion of 10,000 dollars to the
Daily Care Center for People
with Disabilities (KH®ApueA)
in Chania, Crete. The presi-
dent of the association, Em-
manuel Revelakis, along with
his wife Eleni Revelaki, super-
visor Manolis Sgourakis, and
treasurer Giorgos Tsigkakis
with his wife Joyce, visited
the center to deliver the
funds, fulfilling a promise
made over a decade ago.

The Ffundraising initia-

tive was revitalized when a
woman approached the as-
sociation with the desire to
contribute to the center. The
association’s board unani-
mously decided to organize
a larger

philanthropic ef-
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fort. The amount was raised
through the contributions of
that individual, the associ-
ation itself, and many other
members and friends. A sig-
nificant portion of the funds
was collected from two sep-
arate «loukoumades» fund-
raising events organized by
the association’'s women'’s
section. The first event
raised approximately 3,600
dollars, with a second event
adding another 3,000. The
association contributed the
remaining amount to reach
the 10,000-dollar total.

In arecent interview on the
Greek radio program EDO
MONTREAL 102.3 FM, Em-
manuel Revelakis explained
that the original commit-
ment dates back to around
2011-2012. During a visit to
Crete for the association’s
100th anniversary, he met
the director of the center,
who asked if the Cretan As-
sociation of Montreal could
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offer support. Although his
presidential term ended be-
fore the promise could be
realized, his re-election one
and a half years ago provid-
ed the opportunity to see it
through.

During the visit to the fa-
cility in Chania, Revelakis de-
scribed being deeply moved
by the experience. “When we
saw that the Cretan Associ-
ation of Montreal managed
to raise this money and for it
to go to such a good, sacred
place, it was truly moving,»
he said. «These are the days
and events that, as president
of the association, make me
feel very, very proud.” He
added that the moment he
truly felt the impact was the
next day, when he saw the
story published in the local
newspaper, «Haniotika Nea.»
«l said, look, the Cretan As-
sociation has touched the
children, the parents, it has
touched their hearts,» he re-
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counted.
Niki Velegraki, president of
K.H.®.A.AMEA, expressed

her gratitude for the support.
She noted that the Ffunds,
combined with a separate
donation from the Pancret-
an Association, were initially
intended for the completion
of a hydrotherapy pool. How-
ever, as the funds for the pool
have since been fully secured
by another organization, this
donation provides a signifi-
cant financial advantage for
the center to address other
needs for the children.

Revelakis also highlighted
the association’s ongoing
charitable work within Mont-
real, where its youth chapter
organizes fundraisers for lo-
cal institutions such as the
Shriners Hospital and the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, as
well as its support fFor other
community organizations
like Magic Mission.
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‘Ao tov 'Exd61t

%xPOTOLUY LWVTOVO TO EAANYLXO QEOVNLOL

0710 MovtpeaA.

[Noa meptoodtepa amo Séxo ypovLa,
To ‘EMnvixa Xpovixae 100 Mévtpeo
OTtpEoy M pnvraio Emibewdpnon mob
xatéypoe pe oefoopd THY TOopELa TTg
TOEOLXiOG PG, TLG AvnovYieg THig OWo-
YéVeELOG Ol TO. {NTAUOTO. TTOL BLPOPODY
T00¢ amodnuovg “EAAnvec. Méoow amo
Tlg 0eAideg TG, GvodelyOnxayv ol &v-
Opwmol, ol aEleg xal T idavxd TTOL

INUEPA, XAVOLUE Evar PBTiuor QLOLXTG
EEENENG. Me adTn v €xdoom, N Eon-
pepidor avolyel TOV AGYO xol OTY] VEO
Yevia T®Y ‘EAAnvoxoavad®dy, Tob xpotd
{wvTovod TO EAANVLXO TIVEDUO. LECOL ALTTO
™ (N ™G €0&. Ta eAAnvixar Oo EEo-
xoAovbnoovy va OTApyovy, €oTw ol
o€ uxpoTeEPO Pabpd, wg N YA@ooo ToL

poe.

OETOLL.

%xOLBOAG TNV LOTOPLOL XOL TNV TOVTOTYTA

Yog eOyoptotd PBobiar yioe ™ otnpL-
En xol Y éumiotoodyn oog GAo adTA
T ypovia. XAapn o€ €00, TO EAANVLXO
vedpa ouveyllel va {f] xol vou €EgAlo-

Me éxtipnon xol ovyxivnon,
Anpnroneg HoamaddmovAog, "Exddtng

Amo 10 0vEIpO £vOC EAANVIKOU KOIVOTIKOU KEVTPOU 0TO AXBaA... 6 pix cUPBOAIKI) MIVAKISO

Mpa@et o Anufitpng Nanadénouiog

To Anpotikd XupuBouUAio tou AaBdaA
pAQloe opdpwva YAglopa tnv 1n
OktwpBpiou 2025, yia TNV napaxwen-
on oupBoAking ovopaciag «chemin
Hellénique» (EAANVIKA O86¢) og Tun-
pa tou Chemin du Souvenir, evog 6pé-
Hou nou Acttoupyei wg KevTpikh odLKnA
aptnpia yia tTnv eAAnVIKA Kowvétnta
™TN¢ NOANC.

Evw napouctdotnke w¢ avayvwpl-
on NG ouvelo®opdg tng dltacnopdg,
n npwtofoulia éxel nupodotAoEL pla
oulftnon evtdg tng EAAnVIKAG Kowvé-
TNTag oxeTka ye tn dlagdvela, tn d1a-
KuB€pvnon Kat TN XpOoVvIKN OTyPn TG
avakoivwong katd tn didpkela plag
dnuotikAg NnpoekAoyIKAG neptdédou.

H npétaon, nou katatébnke and
Tov Anpotiké ZuUuBoudo BaoiAelo
Kaptdoyiavvn, Atav n teAeutaia tou
giboug g npwv and TG ONUOTIKEG
€KAOYEC NMou €Xouv npoypappatiotei
vla t¢ 2 NoguBpiou 2025. Avayvwpi-
{el TN onuavtikn napouocia tng €AAN-
VIKAG Kowvétntag oto AafdA, n onoia
enionua aptBuei navw and 20.000 ka-
To(KOUC, Kal TN ouyKévTpwon eAANVL-
KWV EMXEIPACEWY, KATolKlwV Kal dUo
0pB660&wv eKKANCLWY KATA WAKOG
Tou gv Adyw TtPApatog tou Chemin du
Souvenir.

H dtadikaoia, waotdoo, €xel Npoka-
Aéoel epwtApata. O MNpdéedpog Tng EA-
Anviki¢ Kowvétntag Meilovog Movtpe-
ah (EKMM) BaociAng AyyeAdnoudog,
10 PHéNoC Tou SlolkntikoU cupfBouliou
Massimo Briganti kat to péAog tou ne-
plpepelakol ocupBouliou tou AaBai
Biku KaAlotlakn npaypatonoinoav
ouvavtnoelg Pe aflwpatoUxoug NG
néAng otig 22 Auyolotou 2025, yia
va npoteivouv To £pyo xwplg enionun
evtoAn and to Aolkntikd TupBoUAio
¢ EKMM. H npwtofouAia éxet npo-
KaAéoel EpWTANATA OXETIKA Pe T &€-
opeuon tng Stoiknong otn diagavela,
Sedopévou Ot €ixav nponyoupévwg
die€ayel ekotpateia pe onuaia tn BeA-
tiwon tn¢ StakuBépvnonc.

Y€ gla npo@avi Kivnon yla tnv avti-
pgetwnion autol tou {nTApaAtog, TO
Aloikntikd YupBoUAlo Tng EKMM whi-
@loe Yh@lopa katd tn ouvedpiaon
Tou ot 7 OktwpPpiou yia va eniku-
PWOoEel avadpopIKa TIC EVEPYELEC NOU
£éyvav and Toug EKMPOCWNOUC Tou.
Autd nou TPoPodOTNOE NEPAITEPW
™ oulitnon Atav pla avenaicdntn
aAAd onpavtiki aAAayn otnv nUEPn-
ola éudtaén tng ouvedpiaong. H ap-
Xk nuepnotla didtaén yia to Bépa
#16 ava@epdtav otn «Metovopacia
™m¢ Asew@opou Souvenir», n onoia
apyodtepa tpononoldnke ocwwnnpad
oc pla véa ékdoon og «MpooBrikn tou
'Chemin Hellénique' o€ tufua tng Ae-
w@opou Souvenir ato AafdA, Qo». H

aAAayn @aivetal va éywve yia va dia-
Xelplotel g npoodokieg, apou katé-
oTn ca@£c otnv eAANVIKA padlopw-
VIKR eknopnn oto Radio Centre-Ville
102.3 FM to nponyoUpevo Bpady, ot
n npwtofouiia 6ev apopoloe enion-
Un Yetovouaoia.

T evEKpIVE Npayyatika
0 AnpoTtiké ZupfouAio

H oucia tou {ntiuatog éykettal
otnv eppnveia tn¢andég@aong Tou cup-
BouAiou. Ot dnPOCLEC AVAKOLWVWOELC
™¢ EKMM navnyUploav tnv £ykplon
€VOG «oUPBOAIKOU  deutepelovTtog
ovopartoc», odnywvtag OpIoPEVOUG
va niotéyouv OTL Yla ouv-ovopacia
Atav eyyunuévn. Qotéoo, n enionun
npétacn neplypdgel pia diadikacia
600 pepwv: To NpwTto €ival n cupPo-
Ak} ovopaaoia kat to deutepo eival n
€vtoAn npog tn Sloiknon tng néAng va
HEAETAOEL TN PUOIKA TG UAonoinon.

H npétaocn nou Yn@loe to AnPott-
K6 ZupBoUAlo tou AaBdA avagépet ta
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1.  «H Exteleotikn Emitponi) va avabéoet
oty Levikn AievQovon vo amodwaoet pia
ovufolixny ovouooio. oto Chemin du
Souvenir, onlady ‘chemin Hellénique'
(Elnviky  006g), odupwva ue v
nporoon s Elnvikne Kowomnrog
Meilovog Movipedl. oe avayvapion
TG OVVELGPOPAS THS EAANVIKNG TOpOlL-
xiag aro Aofdl, koi

2. vo avalibeel Ty dvvaToéTnTa [0S 001
KNG TIVAKIOAG, WIS OTTIKNG VTOYPO-
NG 1] EVOS ELECHYNUOTIKOD TIVOKO. TTOD
Oo. emitpémer TV avayvapLon avThs e
OVOUAOIOG KO THG OHUACIOS THG OTOV
onuoaIo xwpo.»

Auti n dlatinwon Kablotd cagég
OTL, eV 0 cUPPBOALKAC TitAog £xel na-
paxwpnBel, N puaiki tou ekdAAWON
unokettal og peAétn okonoétntac. O
MNpo6edpog tng EKMM, étav pwtAOnke
otn ouvedpiaon tou StolkntikoU oup-
BouAiou otic 7 OktwBpiou, eniBePatl-
woe OTL N TEAIKA Hop @M TNG avayvwpl-
ong givat ayvwotn kal dliatinwoe pla
oslpd and unoBécoelg yia to nwg Ba
pgnopouaoe va uhonotnOei.

MBava evapila YAonoinong

Me Baon to YAPLloPa nou ulobeth-
Onke kat tn oulATNon Tou cUUPBOUAI-
ou, anokaAuntovtal dtagpopa niBava
anoteAéopata. H oulAtnon katd tn
ouvedpiaon tng 1ng OktwPpiou napé-
XEL onuavtikég evdeielc yia to noleg

enmnoyég Bewpolvtal nio PLWOLUEG.
Ta niBava oevapla neplhapyfavouv:

Yevaplo 1: Movo SupfoAikn Ava-
yvwplon. Y€ autdé To anotéAecpa, n
noAn 6a avayvwplle enionua to évo-
pa «chemin Hellénique» ota apxeia
NG, aAAd 6ev Oa tonoBetoloe kapia
@QUOLIKA ofpavon. Auté napapével
aniBavo, kaBwc¢ @aivetal va épxetat
o avtiBeon pe to nvelpa tng npota-
oang, n onoia {ntd pntd peAétTn yia tnv
ontikr uAonoinon.

Yevaplo 2: Mvakideg elocddou A te-
AETOUPYIKEG Nivakideg. Autd To oeva-
plo suBuypappiletal ye nponyoUpe-
va napadeiyyata nou avapépObnkav
kata tn Oudpkela tng ocuvedpiaong
Tou ocupBouliou, 6nwg n «Route des
Fleurs» (066¢ twv Aouloudiwv). Avti
va aA\da€ouv ot nivakideg oe kaOe dia-
gtavpwon, Ba gynopouacav va tonobe-
™NOouv peyalUtepeg, SLAKOOUNTIKEG
nivakide¢ ota kUpla onueia elcdédou
™G kaBoplopévng NepLoxng. Auth n
emAoyn @avnke va kateuvalel T
avnouxiec twv cupBoUAwy yia oUyxu-
on Kal w¢ ek ToUTtou Bewpeital Lloxupn
niBavotnta.

Zevaplo 3: Aeutepelouceg nivakideg
navw and T unapxouaoeg («Topper»
Signs). Aut n €nmdoyn, n onoia Ba
npocéBete pla Oeutepelouca niva-
kida pe to «Chemin Hellénique» atig
unapxouce nivakideg «Chemin du
Souvenir», aQvTIUETWNIOTNKE WE avn-
ouxia andé toug ocupfouiouc. H X0p-
Boulocg Lortie pwtnoe euBéwcg av Oa
pnopoUoav va undpxouv «600 ovopa-
ta Spduwv ag évav atuAo», ekppalo-
vtacg avnouxia yia niBavr clyxuon yla
TOUG Katoikoug, TG unnpeocieg napd-
doaongKal Tiq unnpeoiecg éKtaktng ava-
VKNG Evw to npoowniké tng noAng
Sleukpivioe 6t 6ev Ba Atav enionun
TONWVUPIKA aAlayn, 0 EKppacpévog
Slotaypog kablotd autd to anotéAe-
opa Awyétepo nibavod.

Yevaplo 4: Ene€nynuatikoi Mivakec.
To i6l0 o WhAQlopa npoteivel pntd
NV gykatdotaon evog ene€nynuatt-
koU nivaka. Aut6é Ba nepieAdufave
v tonoBétnon nAakwv oe Kaipla
onueia (n.x. oti¢ ekKAnoieg Tou Tipiou
StaupoU f/kat tou Ayiou NikoAdou)
vta va £€nynOsi n 1otopia kat n cuvel-
ag@opa tn¢ eAANVIKAG Kolvotntag nou
obAynoe o€ authi TNV avayvwplon.
AutA n entdoyn eoTlalel NEPLOCOTEPO
otnVv loToplkA eknaideuon napd otnv
ovopacia tou dpouou Kal napapével
gla Buwaown nibavétnta.

Yevaplo 5: YBpldikA Npoaéyyion. H
Sloiknon tn¢ néAng Ba pnopoloe va

npoteivel évav ouvbuaopo peboddwy,
onwcg n eykatdotaon nwvakidwv €1c6-
dou (Zevaplo 2) nou Ba cupnAnpwve-
tal andé évav esne€nynuatiké nivaka
(Zevapuo 4).

Ano6 éva EAANVIKO Kévipo og pla
YupBoAwknA Mvakida

H xpovIKR oTlyur autig tng Npwto-
BouAiag sivat aloonueiwtn, kabwg
EKTUANiooETal €v péow plag €vtovng
ONUOTIKAG npoekAoyIkAG neplddou
oto AaBdA, pua enoxni nou ot unoywn-
@lol avalntouv evepyd tn Snudola
unootiptEn kat &ivouv unooxécelg. H
oulntnon yupw and tnv EKMM éxel
eniong aAAG€el Spapatika Tov TeAEU-
taio xpdvo. Ynd tnv nponyoupevn &t-
oiknon tng EKMM uné tov Ap. Toouka,
ol oulnNTAOELC ENKEVTPWIVOVTAV OE Pl-
Ao6bo€a, antad £pya, cupnepiAappfavo-
pévwv oxedlwv yla éva véo EAANVIKO
Kowotikd Kévipo oto Aafah, énou
nAéov Slapével n NAslown®ia tng eA-
AnvikA¢ napotkiag.

Ekeivo 10 6papa agopolce éva
véo EAANVIKO Kolvotiké Kévtpo, nou
oxeblaloétav yia pla tonobecia o
autoév akplBwe tov 6pduo, to Chemin
du Souvenir. To é€pyo unootnpt{détav
andé opoonovdlakn enxopriynon 10
ekatoppupiwv doAapiwv, pla avakoi-
VWON nou €ywve népuct NPOCWNIKA
ané tov Mpwbunoupyd tou Kavada
Tlaotv Tpouvtd, napouacia tou Mpw-
BunoupyoU tn¢ EAAAOag Kupldkou
Mntootdkn katd tnv enionun enioke-
wn Tou oto MoévtpeaA. Qotdoo, autd
To peyaAennfolo £pyo avTIPETWNIOE
o@odpn avtiBeon kal TeAlkd akupw-
Bnke and to onpepLvo AlOIKNTIKO XUp-
BouAto.

>tn 6éon tou, otnv KowoTNTA na-
pouctdletal twpa £vag O6nUoTIKOC
oUuBouloc va avakolvwvel gla npod-
TAoN yla Pla Jikpo-cUpBoAikn nivaki-
6a, napouacia tou levikoU Mpo&évou
t™Tn¢ EAAGSOC.

Auth n 6papatiki aAhayn €xeL ano-
KpuotaAwoel tnv aioBnon 6t n Kot-
votnta €xel nepdocel «and 1o OVELPO
evog EAAnvikoU Kévtpou oto AaBdA...
OTO VA XEIPOKPOTOUUE Hla CUPBOAIKNA
nwvakidéa». Auté to ouvaicbnua ano-
Tunwvel Pla aicdbnon unofabploué-
vnG @uodofiag, pe tnv eotiaon va
petakiveital «and tnv npaypatikotn-
Ta gvog Ktipiou... otn gavtacia plag
nwvakidag». Evawy n avayvwplon ival
eunpocdektn and noAloug, n ylupw
Slapaxn avadelkviel pla Pabutepn
oulAtnon otnv Kolwvotnta yia to épa-
ga, TNV Nyeoia kat to Tt ouvloTtd ouaot-
aotikn npdodo.
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Tokenism triumphs as Laval Greek Community
Center plans turn into a symbolic sign

Dimitri

x4 PRI

edltor@greektlmes ca

The Laval Municipal Council
unanimously passed a resolution
on October 1, 2025, to grant a
symbolic designation of ‘chemin
Hellénique' (Hellenic Way) to a
portion of Chemin du Souvenir, a
street that serves as a central thor-
oughfare for the city’'s Greek com-
munity.

While presented as a recognition
of the diaspora's contributions,
the initiative has ignited a debate
within the Greek Community over
transparency, governance, and the
timing of the announcement dur-
ing a municipal election period.

The motion, brought Fforward
by Councillor Vasilios Karidogian-
nis, was the last of its kind before
the municipal elections scheduled
for November 2, 2025. It acknow-
ledges the significant presence
of the Greek community in Laval,
which officially numbers over
20,000 residents, and the concen-
tration of Greek-owned business-
es, residences, and two Ortho-
dox churches along the targeted
stretch of Chemin du Souvenir.

However, the process has drawn
scrutiny. Hellenic Community of
Greater Montreal (HCGM) Presi-
dent Basile Angelopoulos, board
member Massimo Briganti, and
Laval regional council member
Vicky Kaliotzakis held meetings
with city officials on August 22,
2025, to propose the project with-
out a formal mandate from the
HCGM Board of Directors. The in-
itiative has prompted scrutiny over
the leadership’'s commitment to
transparency, given that they had
previously campaigned on improv-
ing governance.

In an apparent move to address
this, the HCGM Board of Directors
passed a resolution during its Oc-
tober 7 meeting to retroactive-
ly ratify the actions taken by its
representatives. Further fuelling
the debate was a subtle but sig-
nificant change to the meeting's
agenda. The original agenda for
item #16 referred to the "Renam-
ing of Souvenir Boulevard"”, which
was later silently amended in a

new version to the "Addition of
'‘Chemin Hellénique' to a portion of
Souvenir Boulevard in Laval, Qc".
The change appears to have been
made to manage expectations af-
ter it became clear on the Greek
radio show on Radio Centre-Ville
102.3 FM the previous night, that
the initiative was not a formal re-
naming.

What the Council
actually approved

The core of the issue lies in the
interpretation of the council's deci-
sion. The HCGM's public announce-
ments celebrated the approval of a
"symbolic secondary name," lead-
ing some to believe a co-naming
was guaranteed. However, the offi-
cial motion details a two-part pro-
cess: the first is the symbolic nam-
ing, and the second is a mandate
for city administration to study its
physical implementation.

The motion passed by the Laval
Municipal Council reads as
Follows:

1. "That the Executive Committee
mandate the Directorate-General
to attribute a symbolic designa-
tion to Chemin du Souvenir, that
is 'chemin Hellénique' (Hellenic
Way), in accordance with the pro-
posal of the Hellenic Community of
Greater Montreal in recognition of
the contribution of the Greek com-
munity to Laval, and to

2. analyze the feasibility of a street
sign, a visual signature, or an in-
terpretation panel allowing for the
recognition of this designation and
its meaning in the public space."

This language makes it clear that
while the symbolic title has been
granted, its physical manifestation
is subject to a feasibility study. The
HCGM President, when questioned
at the October 7 board meeting,
confirmed that the final form of
the recognition is unknown and
stated a series of hypotheses as to
how it might be implemented.

Potential implementation
scenarios

Based on the adopted resolution
and the council discussion reveals
several possible outcomes. The de-

bate during the October 1st council
session provides significant insight
into which options are considered
most viable.

The possible scenarios include:

Scenario 1: Symbolic Recogni-
tion Only. In this outcome, the
city would officially recognize the
name "chemin Hellénique" in its
records but install no physical sign-
age. This remains unlikely as it ap-
pears to contradict the spirit of the
motion, which explicitly calls for a
study on visual implementation.

Scenario 2: Ceremonial or Gate-
way Signage. This scenario aligns
with precedents mentioned during
the council meeting, such as the
"Route des Fleurs" (Flower Route).
Instead of altering signs at every
intersection, larger, decorative
signs would be placed at the main
entry points of the designated
area. This option appeared to ease
councillors' concerns about confu-
sion and is therefore considered a
strong possibility.

Scenario 3: Secondary "Topper"
Signs. This option, which would
add a secondary sign with "Chemin
Hellénique" to existing "Chemin
du Souvenir" posts, was met with
concern by councillors. Councillor
Lortie directly questioned if there
could be "two street names on a
street post,” signaling worry about
potential confusion for residents,
delivery services, and emergency
responders. While city staff clari-
fied it would not be an official
toponymic change, the expressed
hesitation makes this a less prob-
able outcome.

Scenario 4: Interpretive Panels.
The resolution itself specifically
suggests installing an interpretive
panel. This would involve placing
plaques at key locations (ie Holy
Cross and/or St. Nicholas church-
es) to explain the history and con-
tributions of the Greek community
that earned the designation. This
option focuses more on historical
education than on street naming
and remains a viable possibility.

Scenario 5: A Hybrid Approach.
The city’s administration could rec-
ommend a combination of meth-

ods, such as installing gateway
signage (Scenario 2) and supple-
menting it with a detailed inter-
pretive panel (Scenario 4).

From a Greek Center
to a symbolic sign

The timing of this initiative is
noteworthy, unfolding in the mid-
dle of a heated municipal election
period in Laval, a time when can-
didates are actively seeking public
support and making promises. The
debate around the HCGM has also
shifted dramatically over the past
year. Under the previous HCGM ad-
ministration lead by Dr. Tsoukas,
discussions centered on ambitious,
tangible projects, including plans
for a new Hellenic Community Cen-
ter in Laval, where the majority of
the Greek community now resides.

That vision was for a new Hellen-
ic Community Center, planned for a
site on this very Chemin du Souven-
ir. The project was backed by a $10
million federal grant, an announce-
ment made personally by Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
last year, in the presence of Greek
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
during his official visit to Montreal.
However, that mega-project was
fiercely opposed and ultimately
scrapped by the current Board of
Directors.

In its place, the community is
now presented with a municipal
councillor announcing a proposal
for a micro-symbolic sign, in the
presence of the Greek Consul.

This dramatic shift has crystal-
lized the feeling that the commun-
ity has gone “from the dream of a
Greek Center in Laval... to applaud-
ing asymbolicsign.” This sentiment
captures a sense of downscaled
ambition, with the focus moving
“from the reality of a building... to
the fantasy of a sign.” While the
recognition is welcomed by many,
the surrounding controversy high-
lights a deeper community con-
versation about vision, leadership,
and what constitutes meaningful
progress.

Reader reaction and public contex

Following the online posting of the above news
article “Renaming of Souvenir Boulevard: Token-
ism Triumphs as Laval Greek Community Center
Plans Turn into a Symbolic Sign” in the Facebook
group “Laval Neighborhood Watch & Community
Advice”, the discussion that followed offered a re-
vealing look at community sentiment. The article
was posted for public feedback before print pub-
lication, an uncommon step intended to ensure
both transparency and factual precision. During
the ensuing debate, no factual element was dis-
proven. While several readers agreed with the
article’s main points, a few attempted to derail or
delete the discussion entirely.

Many comments expressed skepticism toward
the symbolic “chemin Hellénique” designation
and its timing. “All for the votes,” wrote one par-
ticipant, while another quipped, “Need the Greek
vote much? Uh uh, no way.” Others questioned pri-
orities, with one user saying, “Boul. Souvenir will al-
ways be Boul. Souvenir,” and another remarking, “I
wish they'd pave the road in front of the churchin-
stead.” The underlying sentiment was consistent:
the symbolic gesture felt like a political diversion

from more pressing community needs.

Amid these reactions, two responses stood out
for their tone and lack of substance. One, from a
profile named “HumptyDumptyCatLover,” read
less like a personal comment and more like an
awkward attempt at corporate PR messaging.
Framedin language thattried for public-relations
poise but stumbled over its own pretension, it
dismissed the critique as an “imaginative inter-
pretation” and praised the symbolic designation
as “progress measured not in square footage
but in respect.” The phrasing echoed the organ-
ization's internal talking points, mimicking the
structure of official communication but without
grasp of tone or context, producing something
closer to parody than professionalism. Lacking
evidence, correction, or engagement with facts,
it offered only a labored effort to repackage
symbolic tokenism as success, ending with the
boilerplate PR line: “The HCGM remains focused
on constructive outcomes, not commentary,”
which read like Al-generated copy spun from a
weak prompt by a marketing apprentice.

A more combative reaction came from
Christina GT, who responded with personal at-
tacks rather than arguments. Most notably, she

demanded the article’s removal, insisting that it
be deleted from the group rather than address-
ing any factual claim. This insistence on censor-
ship instead of rebuttal illustrated a defensive
impulse rather than an informed disagreement,
a reaction driven by emotion, not evidence.

In contrast, others called for calm and rea-
soned dialogue. One participant urged, “Think
this issue over critically and make comments
that are factual instead of emotional.” Another
observed that, while the matter was largely
symbolic, it opened a legitimate debate about
leadership and priorities.

The overall reaction made one fact unmistak-
ably clear: this article struck a nerve. Far from
discrediting it, the furious demand to have it de-
leted only confirmed its accuracy and relevance.
When those most offended cannot refute a sin-
gle line but instead rush to silence it, the truth
speaks louder than their outrage. No factual
claim was challenged, no correction offered,
only noise, emotion, and calls for censorship. In
the end, the piece stands not just as a fair and
verifiable account, but as proof that real jour-
nalism still unsettles those who would rather
manage perception than face reality. ~ Dimitri P.
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Buy Canadian should fund

Canadian jobs and news,
not U.S. Big Tech

A Message from Canada’s news publishers

To the Government of Canada,

Canada’s sovereignty and economy is under threat from abroad. More than ever,
Canadians must be free to decide our own country’s future.

A strong, plural and free news media is an essential ingredient to our democracy: a
healthy industry that serves and is beholden to Canadians, not foreign tech giants.

Our Canadian publications have always stood for a strong and independent Canada.

We applaud the Government of Canada’s ambition to build Canada strong, and
commitment in the forthcoming Budget to Buy Canadian.

Last year, our federal government including agencies and Crown corporations spent
over $100 million on advertising. Most of it went to U.S. Big Tech.!

Why are we funding American tech monopolies that extract tens of billions a year out
of Canada -- largely untaxed -- at the expense of local journalism and culture, and
whose platforms have become vectors for division and disinformation?

Unlike them, we are accountable to Canadians and legally liable for what we publish.
Our professional journalists chase the truth, not algorithms. We produce reliable,
trustworthy information, not clickbait and Al slop.

Let’s reinvest our ad dollars in Canada. In Budget 2025, the Government of
Canada should follow Ontario’s lead and set aside a minimum of 25% of its
advertising budgets for Canadian news media.

At no additional cost to taxpayers, the government can support local jobs while
getting its message out in a brand safe environment. Far fewer Canadians trust ads
on Facebook and Instagram than those published by Canadian news media.?

Buying Canadian advertising in Canadian news media is both the right and smart
thing to do.

Respectfully,

Canada’s news publishers
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SOURCES
' Annual Report on Government of Canada Advertising Activities 2023-2024, combined with proprietary industry data.
Totum Research Canada, Januar y 2025. Canadians 18+, n=2418.; Pollara for the Dais. 2025 Survey of Online Harms, Canadians 16+, n=2502.




THE MONTREAL GREEK TIMES, OCTOBER 2025 5
TR

o

Ecoyter
agir
Place au
changement

Time for change

Soraya Martinez Ferrada
-Candidate-

e IR sar anticipation le 26 octobre

Mayor of Montreal

et le jour du vote le 2 novembre

\4oJIain advance on October 26
and on election day November 2

Sylvain Gariépy Josué Corvil Mary Deros Omaima Rizky Ariane Nadeau
-Candidat- -Candidat- -Candidate- -Candidate- -Candidate-
Mairie d'arrondissement Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville
Borough Mayor City Council City Council City Council City Council
District Saint-Michel District Parc-Extension District Francois-Perrault District Villeray
vsmpe@ensemblemtl.org vsmpe@ensemblemtl.org vsmpe@ensemblemtl.org vsmpe@ensemblemtl.org vsmpe@ensemblemtl.org
(514) 556-3587 (514) 556-3587 (514) 556-3587 (514) 556-3587 (514) 556-3587

Saint-Laur

y

Alan DeSousa Aref Salem Vana Nazarian Annie Gagnier Jacques Cohen
-Candidat- -Candidat- -Candidate- -Candidate- -Candidat-
Mairie d'arrondissement Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville Conseil d’'arrondissement Conseil d'arrondissement
Borough Mayor City Council City Council Borough Council Borough Council
District Normman-Mclaren District Céte-De-Liesse District Norman-Mclaren District Céte-De-Liesse
saint-laurent@ensemblemtl.org saint-laurent@ensemblemtl.org saint-laurent@ensemblemtl.org saint-laurent@ensemblemtl.org saint-laurent@ensemblemtl.org
(514) 989-0785 (514) 989-0785 (514) 989-0785 (514) 989-0785 (514) 989-0785

Ahyntsic-Cartierville

Maude Théraux- Effie Giannou Joanne Lacombe Victor Esposito Justine Lalande-Church
Seguin -Candidate- -Candidate- -Candidat- -Candidate-
-Candidat- Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville Conseil de Ville
Mairie d’arrondissement District Bordeaux-Cartierville District Sault-au-Récollet District Saint-Sulpice District Ahuntsic
Borough Mayor City Council City Council City Council City Council
ahuntsic-cartierville@ensemblemtl.org ahuntsic-cartierville@ensemblemtl.org ahuntsic-cartierville@ensemblemtl.org ahuntsic-cartierville@ensemblemtl.org ahuntsic-cartierville@ensemblemtl.org
(514) 375-8420 (514) 375-8420 (514) 375-8420 (514) 375-8420 (514) 375-8420

ensemble | Equipe
montréal Soraya

Agent officiel: Marc Abi-Khalil.
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Community answers the call for Hellenic Appeal Foundation

Dimitri

Db

editor@greektimes.ca
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LAVAL, QC - The grand ballroom of
the Chateau Royal Reception Halls was
filled with an atmosphere of warmth,
generosity, and vibrant Hellenic pride
for the 2025 Hellenic Appeal Founda-
tion Gala. The annual event, a corner-
stone for the Greek-Canadian com-
munity, brought together hundreds of
guests for a night of celebration, all in
the name of philanthropy and a shared
commitment to helping those in need.

The air buzzed with conversation and
laughter as attendees, dressed in their
finest, enjoyed an array of exquisite
Greek delicacies. The familiar, soul-stir-
ring melodies of Panagiota Tsitsou and
her band soon filled the room, drawing
guests to the dance floor in a joyous
celebration of life and culture that last-
ed well into the night. It was a scene
that perfectly encapsulated the spirit
of kefi—a uniquely Greek expression of
joy, passion, and community.

But beneath the festive surface lay a
profound purpose. The Hellenic Appeal
Foundation has, for over three decades,
been a beacon of hope for countless
families within the community facing
financial hardship. What began in 1990
as a simple, heartfelt gesture by two
friends, Dr. Peter Limniatis and Dr. Atha-
nasios Karamitsos, has blossomed into a
formidable charitable organization.

"We realized that no one ever
changed the world from their couch,"
Dr. Limniatis, the foundation's presi-
dent, shared, reflecting on their humble

beginnings. "We started by helping just
a few families at Christmas. We wanted
to do something ourselves, to be sure
that our help was getting to the people
who needed it."

That initial act of kindness has grown
exponentially. Today, the Ffoundation
provides substantial support to hun-
dreds of Ffamilies, primarily during
Christmas and Easter, delivering not
just a single box of food, but enough
to sustain a family for weeks. "We've
given out over two and a half million
dollars' worth of food to families over
the years," Dr. Limniatis stated, his voice
filled with a mixture of pride and humil-
ity.

The success of the foundation is a
testament to the collective spirit of the
Greek community. It's a network built
on the principle of philotimo: a concept
that encompasses love of honor, duty,
and helping one's fellow person. "When
a Greek is asked to give a helping hand,
the Greek has philotimo," one organizer
passionately explained. "It's something
very unique that sets us apart."”

Throughout the evening, personal
stories brought the foundation's impact
to life. Dr. Limniatis recounted a memory
from an early delivery that has stayed
with him. After passing a box of gro-
ceries through a basement window to a
man caring for his handicapped child, he
turned back to see the recipient making
the sign of the cross in gratitude. "There
are a lot of families out there that are
in need," he said, "and that's why we do
what we do."

Another long-time volunteer, Panag-
iotis Papadopoulos, shared what motiv-
ates him year after year. "What gives
me the greatest joy is when we go to
some houses, the door opens, and you

see the little kids start dancing with joy.
You can't put a price on that." These are
not just deliveries of food; they are de-
liveries of hope, compassion, and the
knowledge that the community cares.

The gala also served to honor the
many volunteers and sponsors who are
the lifeblood of the organization. From
local entrepreneurs and donors to the
dedicated individuals who spend hours
packing boxes and making deliveries,
often in the cold and snow, their col-
lective effort is what makes the founda-
tion's work possible. "We are not alone,"
Dr. Limniatis emphasized. "We have a lot
of people that help. A lot of volunteers,
a lot of sponsors."

As the evening's formal presentations
concluded and the music swelled once
more, the dance floor filled with people
from all generations. It was a powerful

photo by Harry Barba

visual representation of a community
united by heritage, by celebration, and
by a profound sense of responsibility
for one another.

The Hellenic Appeal Foundation Gala
is more than just a fundraiser; it is a re-
affirmation of identity and values. In a
world where families can feel isolat-
ed, this event sends a clear message:
you are part of a larger family that will
not let you Ffall. It is a night that proves
that the strength of the Hellenic spirit
is not just found in its ancient history
or cultural traditions, but in its bound-
less capacity for generosity and love. It
is the living, breathing embodiment of
the belief that when you lift up a life,
you illuminate your own existence, en-
suring that the flame of Hellenism and
humanity burns brightly for generations
to come.

Young Greek-Canadian skier rises through Canada’s alpine ranks

Dimitri

PiFROIS

editor@greektimes.ca
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At sixteen, Elena Deda has become one of
Canada’s most promising young alpine skiers.
Her story resonates with Greek-Canadians
who recognize in her both determination and a
strong connection to heritage.

Born in northern Greece, she began skiing
at the age of three before her family settled
in Vancouver. Within a few short years she
was training on Canadian slopes, joining local
programs and quickly standing out among her
peers. She now represents British Columbia
through the Windermere Valley Ski Club and
competes in national and international alpine
events as part of the Canadian system.

Over the past two seasons, Deda has achieved
an impressive record. She holds consecutive
Western Canadian Overall Championships for
2024 and 2025, with top finishes in Slalom and
Giant Slalom. At the 2024 Whistler Cup she
raced for Team Canadain the U16 Nations Team
Event, where her team won gold in the parallel
slalom. She went on to finish second overall in
the U16 girls division and received the Nancy
Greene Trophy. These results have established
her as a rising figure in Canadian alpine skiing.

Her consistent performances reflect years
of Focused training and the support of coach-
es who have helped refine her technical skill
and racing strategy. Beyond competition, El-
ena is known for her discipline and positive at-
titude, traits that have made her a role model
for younger athletes in her club. She balances
this demanding athletic schedule with academ-
ic excellence and was recognized in 2024 with
the Piper Award for outstanding scholastic
achievement.

Deda’s involvement in sport also carries a
broader cultural meaning. Growing up in a
Greek household in Vancouver, she maintains
ties to her heritage while thriving in the Can-

adian sports environment. For many families
within the Greek-Canadian community, her
path represents the experience of the second
generation: rooted in ancestral culture while
succeeding in Canadian institutions. Her early
memories of skiing in Greece remain a symbolic
link to her origins, now carried forward on the
slopes of British Columbia and across Canada.

Her athletic journey recently drew the atten-
tion of a Greek-Canadian company that decid-
ed to support her training. In announcing the
sponsorship, company president Krinos Foods
Canada, Alexander Georgiadis described her
as an example of how cultural roots and am-
bition can coexist in the pursuit of excellence.
The company’s contribution is helping offset
some of the considerable costs associated with
high-level alpine competition, including travel,
equipment, and coaching.

Deda’s growing profile extends beyond her
race results. On social media, she shares train-
ing updates and glimpses into her life as a
young athlete, showing the discipline and en-
thusiasm that underpin her progress. Her posts
reflect both gratitude for her supporters and
excitement for future competitions.

As she transitions into higher competitive
categories under the International Ski Feder-
ation, Elena Deda’s development continues to
attract interest among coaches and observers
in the Canadian ski community. Her combina-
tion of technical precision, composure under
pressure, and a clear sense of identity marks
her as a young athlete with potential for long-
term success.

For Greek-Canadians following her career,
Elena’s path is a reminder that the ideals of
perseverance, family support, and pride in
one’s background remain powerful sources of
motivation. She stands at the intersection of
two cultures that value effort and excellence,
and her progress in alpine skiing serves as an
encouraging story of what can be achieved
through commitment and character.
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Montreal Cretans host «gamopllafo» feast

% SPERI

domesperi@hotmail.com

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

LAVAL, QC - The air in the hall of the
Cretan Association of Montreal was
thick with the aromas of home and the
vibrant sounds of the Cretan lyra last
Saturday, October 11th. Cretans and
friends of Crete from across the city
gathered for a special supper event, a
powerful testament to the enduring
spirit of Hellenism in the diaspora. The
centerpiece of the evening was «gamo-
pilafo,» the iconic rice dish traditionally
served at weddings on the island, of-
fering guests not just a meal, but a pro-
found connection to their roots.

The event, which kicked off the asso-
ciation’s bustling autumn calendar, was
a resounding success, drawing a full
house of families, elders, and youth. It
was a night of kefi, that untranslatable
Greek word for joy, passion, and high
spirits, where music, dance, and fellow-
ship reaffirmed the strength of Mont-
real's Greek community.

The famed gamopilafo, a creamy pi-
laf made with a rich meat broth and a
special Cretan butter known as stako-
voutyro, was prepared with love and
expertise in the association’s kitchen. In
a bustling kitchen Ffilled with dedicated
volunteers, the secrets of the perfect
gamopilafo were shared. The process in-
volves slowly simmering goat and lamb
to create a flavourful broth, or zoumi,
which is then used to cook the rice. A
generous amount of stakovoutyro is
stirred in at the end, giving the dish its
characteristic rich texture. One of the
cooks even revealed an old village se-
cret: adding a grapevine cutting to the
pot to ensure the meat becomes excep-
tionally tender. The dish, symbolic of
celebration and new beginnings, served
as the perfect starting point for the as-
sociation’s new season of activities.

«Tonight, we are kicking off a series of
events for the year, and we're starting
with the gamopilafo,» said the Presi-
dent of the Cretan Association, Mr. Em-
manuel Revelakis. He spoke with pride
about the association’s dual mission:
to preserve the vibrant Cretan culture
and to give back to the community. «As
usual, we raise money and help various
organizations,» he noted, highlighting
an upcoming «loukoumades» fundraiser
on November 1st, where all proceeds

will be donated to Montreal's Greek day
schools, Socrates-Demosthenes. This
philanthropic spirit is a cornerstone of
the association. This past summer, they
donated $10,000 to a center for chil-
dren with special needs in Crete.

The association’s calendar is packed,
reflecting its dynamic role in the com-
munity. On November 15th, they will
host their annual Arkadi Dance, a major
event featuring a five-person orchestra
brought directly from Greece. Thisis fol-
lowed by a solemn doxology commem-
orating the Holocaust of the Arkadi
Monastery. And their New Year's Eve
réveillon is already nearly sold out, a
testament to the community’s enthusi-
asm.

This commitment to service is
matched only by their dedication to
passing on traditions. With over 150
children enrolled in its weekly dance
classes, the association is a buzzing
hive of cultural transmission. «There are
many non-Cretans who bring their chil-
dren here every Sunday, and we are very
proud of that because we see that they
embrace the Cretan culture,» President
Revelakis added. For adults, the associ-
ation offers «Cretobics» on Wednesday
nights, a high-energy workout that com-
bines exercise with learning traditional
Cretan dances.

The sentiment of pan-Hellenic unity
was echoed throughout the hall. Among
the distinguished guests was Laval Mu-
nicipal Councillor for Chomedey, Mrs.
Aglaia Revelakis, the president’s sister.
«We Cretans are all one family,» she
stated. «But it is an honor for us that so
many people who are not Cretan come
to celebrate with us.» Her words were
embodied by attendees like Lefteris
Karagiorgakis from Thessaloniki and his
wife from Tripoli, Arcadia. Though not
of Cretan descent, they came to sup-
port the event. «We are here for our
friends,» Mrs. Karagiorgakis explained,
«and the Cretan spirit is very strong.»
This cross-regional support is vital, as
another guest beautifully captured
the diaspora experience, saying, «l feel
more Greek here than in Greece,» a
powerful statement on the importance
of community organizations in preserv-
ing a strong Hellenic identity abroad.

The evening was also a tapestry of
personal stories, reflecting the diverse
journeys of the Greek diaspora. Kostas
Zacharioudakis, whose roots are in Cha-
nia, shared his more recent immigration
story. «l was two years unemployed in
Greece,» he recalled. «It was a one-way
ticket. Hello, Canada.» For him, the asso-

Canada’s former Ambassador to Greece
recalls nation’s unbreakable resilience

Jimmy

METAKAS

jmetaxas@videotron.ca
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Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

In arecentinterview, former Canadian
Ambassador to Greece, Robert Peck,
offered a moving reflection on the pro-
found strength of the Hellenic world
and the powerful bond between Greece
and Canada. This partnership was show-
cased during Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis's historic visit in March 2024,
the first by a Greek leader in over four
decades. Economically, the relationship
is stronger than ever. As Ambassador
Peck noted, "the reality today is that
Canada is the largest non-EU investor in
all kinds of major things, Eurobank, ma-
jor Canadian investment, Athens Inter-
national Airport".

This deep partnership was forged dur-
ing one of Greece's most challenging
modern periods, the economic crisis.
While international media often focused
on turmoil, the era truly revealed the
nation's unbreakable spirit. Serving as
ambassador in Athens during that time,
Ambassador Peck witnessed this first-
hand. "What impressed me was the re-
silience of Greeks," he recalled. "I think

the solidarity of Greeks, the family unit,
was, | think, a real strength to overcome
a lot of the adversity during that particu-
lar time". It was a period that defied un-
fair stereotypes and proved the funda-
mental perseverance inherent in Greek
society.

A powerful and visible symbol of this
enduring friendship is the Canadair
water bomber, a familiar sight in Greek
skies during the difficult fire season. In a
significant development, "Greece is first
in the line to get 10 new Canadair water
bombers," a move Peck calls "an import-
ant symbol for Canada and Greece".
Here in Canada, the diaspora’s commit-
ment remains a vibrant force. Organiza-
tions like the Hellenic Heritage Founda-
tion work tirelessly to advance Hellenic
culture, while the Hellenic Initiative Can-
ada raises crucial funds for those in need
in Greece. This spirit is exemplified by
the upcoming fundraising concert with
celebrated artist Alkistis Protopsalti,
an event that will unite the community
in support of the homeland. The suc-
cess of these efforts hinges on a time-
less Hellenic principle. As Ambassador
Peck powerfully stated, "when Greeks
rally and work together, 6Aot padi pno-
poUue, it's not a cliché". From critical in-
vestments to shared cultural pride, the
bridge between Greece and Canada is
fortified by mutual respect and a shared
Hellenic heart.

ciation is a vital support system. «l sup-
port it as much as | can. We are all one
group here. We love one another.»

His experience stands alongside
those of veterans who have called
Montreal home for half a century. One
gentleman, also from Chania, has been
in Canada for over 50 years. He spoke of
the association as a constant in his life, a
place of community, especially after the
recent passing of his brother in Greece.
«We work, and as much as we can, we
support the Cretan Association,» he
said, reflecting a lifetime of dedication.

Mr. Tasso Xipolitakis, the association’s
secretary and a key figure in the com-
munity, recounted the origins of the
legendary «Gefsi kai Paradosi» (Taste
and Tradition) festival. «It started from
a friendly argument with a newspaper
publisher over who made the best pi-
laf,» he said with a smile. From that sim-
ple challenge, an unprecedented event
was born, uniting 37 different Hellenic
organizations. «We sold 2,225 tickets,»
he remembered. «It was the first time
in history that so many of our commun-
ity groups came together.» The festival
raised over $175,000, which funded the

4 -.

=

entire science laboratory for the Socra-
tes-Demosthenes high school.

However, Mr. Xipolitakis also touched
upon the challenges facing the com-
munity. «Thousands of children have
passed through the association’s dance
program since it was founded. Only
four or five fFamilies have remained con-
sistently active.» He noted that Presi-
dent Revelakis himself is a product of
one of those dedicated families, under-
scoring the critical need for generation-
al continuity.

As the evening progressed, the
sounds of music provided by the ever-
present Manolis Sgourakis filled the
hall, and the dance floor came alive with
spirited Cretan dances. It was a scene
that could have been taken directly from
a village festival in Chania or Rethymno.
The evening was a powerful reminder
that thousands of kilometers from the
shores of Crete, its heart beats strong in
Montreal. Through food, music, and an
unwavering commitment to commun-
ity, the Cretans of Montreal are ensur-
ing that their proud heritage not only
survives but thrives for generations to
come.

Radio Centre-Ville

102.3 FM
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To d1axpoviko pRvupa Tnc EOviknc Emereiou Tou 1940

Xapa2Aapmaog
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To €0vog 6ev oppwdel Npog oudevoc,
uné tnv évvola tng {wong S1axpovikig
napaddocewg kabot, kaitol n évvola
Tou £€0voug, evdexopévwg va ouviotd,
@alvopevika pia akwvnronoinuéva €v-
vola, 1 andétoko tou NewteployoU, v
toutolg dpwe, £xel BaButepeg pileg €1g
1o 614Ba Twv alwvwy, kabétt onuacto-
Sotel tnv kowv nopela evég Aaol 1 ai-
Aéwg eneiv to opdaipov, 10 opdYAWO-
ogov, To ou6Bpnaokov Kat To ogdTponov
Tou Meydalou Hpoddtou.

Evi Adyw, 0 £6voc kaBiotatal apph-
KTWC ouvU@acpévo Pe TNV €6vikn 1dlo-
npoownia evé¢ Aaou, opupnAatel wg
£€noc ewnelv, Tnv tautétntd tou, kaboéTL
Sopei Tov nuprva tng tnapén tou, Adyw
0Tl oUYKE@AAALWVEL YOvIa, TNV apyod-
ouptn dlaxpovia evog noAttiopou.

Q¢ ek ToUTtou Aotndv, n €vvola Tng na-
paddocwg, éxel duvapiké npdonuo Kat
ouxi akwvntonolnuévo €K TOU MNapeAn-

AuBdtog, dveu kpadog kal {wtikdtnTac,
S161 n napadoon, PUAAGTTEL TV aKepal-
otnta tou napeABovtog kal petafiBa-
g\, ev €ibel napakatatdnkng ta noAttl-
OUIKA XapakKINPLoTIKA evog NOAITlopoU
kal AaoU npo¢ To napodv, endpwvtag
avanédpata €ig tnv didnAaon tou pé-
Aovtoc.

MNa toug Adyoug autouc ouvioTda avu-
nepBétwg BepeAtwdn AiBo tng tautodtn-
Tag evoc Aaou, ) KAAAEPYELA LOTOPLKAG
auteniyvwong Kat ev yével n KaAAlép-
vela eBVIKAC ouveldoewq.

H BUpaBev b€ enippon € oBveiwv kat
eneioaktwyv aA\OTplwy atoixeiwy, ent-
Xelpel va applofntioel tTnv Unapén tng
evvolag tou £€6voug aAAd kat tnv anti
IOTOPIKI OUVEXELQ TOU MOAITIOPOU Tou
EAAQvicuoU,.

H e€Bvoundeveotik tdon, enixelpei
akplBw¢ va anodopnosl akpiBwg tnv
NOAITIOYIKI] QUTOTEAEIQ TOU €EKACTOTE
Aaou, akpiBwc dita va dnuioupynBei pia
Kkataotaon NARPNC OPOLOYEVOMOLATEWC
Twv naviwv diknv tng engAauvolong
NAaykooplonoloews Kal Tng eykabil-
6pubnoopévng Néag Ta&ng npayudtwy,
eYKelévn €1¢ TNV entBoAn tng aubevtiag
Kal Tng npwtokaBedpiag tng naykdopt-

ag SiakuBépvnonc.

Ot oUyxpoveg TATELG TNC MOAUPEPVNC
woke atlévta, ouddAwc neplopiletat
poévov, €i¢ ta oe€oualika Sikalwpata
Twv atépwy, aAAd ouviotd katd Ttoug
Sikalwpatotég, pia pilotépa kat avn-
Aen eniBeon €1¢ 6, Tt napadooiakod kat un
opand.

Q¢ ek ToUTOU, €1 TNV HovoQuaiTIKN
kalt Sdoypatiki aut avtiAnwn, évavu
Tou £€Bvoug npofdArlovtal ol GUANOYIKO-
tntag, Ye Baon £tepa endepUika xapa-
KTNPLOTIKG, ap@lofntwvtag, tnv ana-
paupAn povadikdtnta tou Kabe Aaoy, o
onoiog dveBeke atov xpdvo.

H 28n¢ Oktwppiou onuatodotei pla
NPWIKA nuépa o6nou o tote Mpwbu-
noupydg €ixe net 1o nepipnuo «Oxuw,
dnAovott o lwavvng Meta&ad, npételve
Kal NpoéKpLve To €Bvikd ocupépov évav
TOU atopikoU, HE anoTéAeoya, N Xwpa
va apvnBei tnv StelAeuon Twv ITaAikwy
OTPATEUPATWY €K TwV EAANVIKWY £da-
@wv, kabdét o lwavvng Mataéac fto
@iAa npookeipevog npog tig Suvapelg
Tou A€ova.

Ev aAAoig Adyolg, plyn OUYKIVACEWC
gag nAnupupilouv avhuepa TG NETEl-
aknG authg nuépag, 6nou TIPAUE Tou
'Hpwec 'EAANVEC oL onolol noAspoUoay,

pe aloBnpa eubuvng kal BuolaoTtiki au-
tandpvnon, avaxattifoviag tnv avnAen
avaxaition twv ItaAwy, eyyypagpovtag
tnv nepido ekeivn, lotopia pe aveitnia
xapaypéva xpévia.

H EANGSa anédelée navnyupikd npog
dnaoeg tig duvapelg, 6Tt to diakuBeupa
Slekbiknoewg tng eheubepiag kabiota-
tal to peilov kat dev dianpaypateletal
To napapikpd évavtl tng €OvikAg a&lo-
np&nElag Kal Twv apeTtwy Twv Npoyw-
VWV pag.

H EAAGG €npene va peivel eAelBepn
Kal napépelve e noAu, Bucia kat kéno,
wotdéoo Spwg To loxupd eAatiplo dla
v eAeubepia ATo N autoBucia kat n
napdadoon, and tov «MoAwv Aafé» Tou
Aewvida, npog tov nepigpnuo «Aépacy

Ev katakAeibt n EAANGSa £6eiée 6T
oétav eival evwpévn duvatal va enttUxel
Balpata en’ weeleia Tou €BvikoU cup-
Q@Epovtog, ave€aptAtwe BeoAnyiwy,
aAAd unép Miotewc kat Matpidag, unép
¢ eOvIKAG ave€aptnoiag kal Tng edagt-
KA¢ akepatdtntac tng Matpidac.

XapaAapnog B KatoBapdag
Awknyépoc MNap’ Apeiw Nayw kat Xt.E
Ave€dptnto¢ BouAeuTiig

Tou EAAnVikoU KotvoouAiou

Montreal honors 100 years since the birth of Mikis Theodorakis

By Kyriaki Speri, Local Journalism Initiative reporter,
The Montreal Greek Times

A series of cultural events commemorating the
100th anniversary of the birth of legendary Greek
composer Mikis Theodorakis is taking place in Mont-
real this summer. The initiative is led by the Hellenic
Congress of Quebec, in collaboration with the Hellen-
ic Community of Greater Montreal and various local
Greek associations.

At the heart of the tribute are two concerts pre-
sented by the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal

(OSM), featuring symphonic works by Mikis Theodor-
akis. The events aim to highlight the composer’s less-
er-known classical repertoire and his enduring impact
on global music and culture.

The first concert is scheduled for August 13 at the
Olympic Park esplanade, adjacent to Montreal's Olym-
pic Stadium. This open-air performance will be free to
the publicandis expected to attract a diverse audience.
Special arrangements have been made for a group of
young Greek Canadians to attend, with transportation
provided by the community. The orchestra’s conduct-
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or, Maestro Rafael Payare, has expressed interest in
meeting with the students to share insights into the
world of classical music and orchestral performance.

The second concert will be held on August 16 at the
Maison symphonique, located within Place des Arts.
This formal performance will feature music by both
Beethoven and Mikis Theodorakis. The concert was
made possible through the efforts of renowned res-
taurateur Costas Spiliadis, who initiated discussions
with the orchestra and purchased 350 tickets to be
distributed free of charge to the Greek community
through cultural organizations and associations.

Mr. Spiliadis’ generous contribution was acknow-
ledged by organizers, who emphasized the importance
of making high-quality cultural experiences accessible
to the Greek diaspora. While most of the donated
tickets have already been allocated, a limited number
remain available. Additional tickets can also be pur-
chased through the OSM box office, including afford-
able seats in the upper balcony, which still offer excep-
tional acoustics due to the hall’s architectural design.

Sotiris Antypas, president of the Hellenic Congress
of Quebec, expressed gratitude for Mr. Spiliadis’ sup-
port and noted the strong response from community
organizations. Numerous associations have already
claimed tickets for their members, ensuring a robust
Greek presence at the events.

In addition to the August concerts, the Hellenic Con-
gress is planning a third musical event for late fall or
winter of 2025. This tribute will focus on Theodorakis’
iconic songs, well known among Greeks worldwide.
The event will feature local music groups and perform-
ers from the community, providing a platform to show-
case homegrown talent while celebrating the compos-
er's rich cultural legacy.

Dimitris Katsaounis, representing the Hellenic Com-
munity of Greater Montreal, underlined the import-
ance of collective participation in such tributes and
affirmed the Community’s ongoing commitment to
supporting initiatives that honor influential figures in
Hellenic culture. He highlighted the Community's vast
network of institutions, schools, and associations that
form the backbone of Greek life in Montreal, a city
home to more than 80,000 individuals of Greek des-
cent.

Bornin 1925 and passing in 2021, Mikis Theodorakis
remains one of the most significant figures in modern
Greek history. His vast body of work spans classic-
al compositions, oratorios, film scores, and popular
songs that have shaped the cultural identity of Greece
and resonated worldwide.

The upcoming concerts in Montreal not only pay
tribute to his artistic genius but also provide an oppor-
tunity for the Greek Canadian community to remem-
ber, celebrate, and pass on his legacy to future gener-
ations.

For ticket information, interested individuals are en-
couraged to contact their local Greek associations or
visit the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal's official
website.
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The immortal «OXl» of the Hellenic soul

For many of us, growing up Greek-Canadian means
experiencing our heritage through vibrant Ffestivals,
delicious food, and stories of the patrida told by our
grandparents. We've seen the flag, heard the music,
and maybe even spent a summer on the beautiful
beaches of Greece. But woven into the fabric of our
identity is a story of incredible courage, a story en-
capsulated by a single, powerful word: «Oxi» (No). This
is the story of October 28th, 1940, a day that defines
the modern Greek spirit.

So, what exactly happened? In the early hours of that
day, as World War Il raged across Europe, the Italian
ambassador delivered a chilling ultimatum to Greece’s
Prime Minister, loannis Metaxas. The demand was sim-
ple and brutal: allow Mussolini's Axis forces to enter
Greece and occupy strategic locations, or face war. The
Prime Minister’s response was not a long negotiation.
It was a swift, defiant, and resounding «Oxi»!

This «No» was not just the answer of a politician; it
was the collective voice of the Greek people. It was a
declaration that freedom, dignity, and national sover-
eignty were not for sale, no matter the cost. Outnum-
bered and with a much smaller army, Greece did the

unthinkable. When Italian forces invaded through
the mountains of Albania, the Greek army not only
stopped the invaders but pushed them back. This was
the first major land victory for the Allies in the war, a
stunning feat that sent a shockwave of hope and in-
spiration across a world darkened by tyranny.

This is what we honor on Oxi Day. We don't celebrate
war, but the courage to stand against impossible odds
for what is right. We honor the soldiers who fought in
the snow-covered Pindus Mountains and the everyday
citizen: the women, children, and elderly, who sup-
ported the effort with everything they had. We cele-
brate the indomitable Greek spirit, the philotimo, that
refuses to bow to oppression.

This anniversary is profoundly important to Greeks
everywhere, from Athens to Toronto, Melbourne to
Montreal. It's a powerful reminder of our shared val-
ues. It connects us, no matter how many generations
away we are from Greece, to a legacy of heroism. It's
a day that makes us proud to carry the blood of ances-
tors who chose bravery over submission.

In Greece, the day is marked with great patriot-
ic pride. Cities and villages come alive with parades.

You'll see proud soldiers and military hardware march-
ing in major cities like Thessaloniki, while in every
town, schoolchildren dress in blue and white and pa-
rade through the streets, waving the Greek flag high.
It’s a national holiday where the entire country pauses
to remember.

That same pride is mirrored here in Canada. In Greek
communities across the country, the day is commem-
orated with special church services, called doxologies,
to give thanks. Associations organize their own events
and students in Greek schools recite patriotic poems
and perform traditional dances, keeping the memory
and the meaning of «Oxi» alive for the next genera-
tion.

As a second and third-generation Greek-Canadian,
Oxi Day is our story, too. It's a vital piece of our herit-
age, a testament to the strength and resilience that is
part of our DNA. It's the story of a small nation that
dared to say «No» to a giant, reminding the world that
the size of our mother country matters less than the
size of our heart. It's a day to stand a little taller, know-
ing we come from a people who taught the world a
lesson in courage.

Canadian Pan-Macedonian participation at World convention
in Greece highlights advocacy for historical truth

Dimitri

=) PiMoomains

editor@greektimes.ca

The Pan-Macedonian Association
convened its annual assembly in the
courtyard of the Museum of the
Macedonian Struggle in Kastoria,
drawing together representatives
from its global chapters. The conven-
tion served as a forum for discussions
on cultural preservation and histor-
ical matters. The event’'s program in-
cluded a series of formal addresses
and detailed presentations by lead-
ing members of the Pan-Macedonian
community from around the world.

The proceedings were Fformally
opened by Mr. Dimitrios Gkouliou-
matzidis, who welcomed the inter-
national delegates. In his inaugur-
al address, Mr. Gkoulioumatzidis
outlined the convention's objectives.
"This convention serves as a platform
for the exchange of ideas and the co-
ordination of our efforts in preserving
and promoting our rich Macedonian
heritage," he stated. "We are gath-
ered here to reaffirm our commitment
to the historical truths of Macedonia.
Our purpose is to deliberate on our
strategies for the dissemination of
factual, source-based historical infor-
mation and to strengthen the bonds
between our communities across the
globe.”

A scholarly perspective was provid-
ed by Dr. Eleni Agiopetritou, a pro-
fessor of Byzantine History at the
University of Thessaloniki. Her lecture
focused on the Macedonian dynasty
of the Byzantine Empire. Dr. Agiope-
tritou presented a detailed analysis
based on primary sources, stating,
"The historical record provides an un-
ambiguous account of the Hellenic
identity of Macedonia throughout the
centuries. It is our duty to dissemin-
ate this scholarly evidence to a wider
audience, to counter misinformation
with verifiable facts. The continuity
of Hellenic culture in Macedonia is
not a matter of interpretation, but a
fact supported by an overwhelming

body of archaeological and textual
evidence."

A substantial part of the convention
was devoted to the reports from the
Pan-Macedonian federations active in
the diaspora. A particularly compre-
hensive report was delivered by Mr.
George Dimitrakopoulos, the Presi-
dent of the Pan-Macedonian Federa-
tion of Canada, whose presentation
detailed the organization's extensive
activities, with a pronounced focus on
the dynamic community in Montreal.

The President of the Canadian Fed-
eration offered a thorough overview
of his organization's multi-faceted
approach to community engage-
ment and cultural programming. "The
Pan-Macedonian Federation of Can-
ada has been steadfast in its mission
to foster a vibrant and active com-
munity," he began. "Our activities are
designed to engage all generations of
Greek-Canadians, from our esteemed
elders to our promising youth. We be-
lieve that a strong community is an in-
formed community, and our programs
are developed with this principle at
their core."

He provided a detailed chronicle of
the Federation's recent cultural initia-
tives across Canada. "In the past fiscal
year, our Federation has organized
a series of cultural events. A notable
success was a theatrical performance
in Montreal depicting the life of Alex-
ander the Great, which was attended
by over 1,500 people. This production
was the result of a collaboration with
local artists and historians to ensure
its cultural and historical authenti-
city," the speaker elaborated. "Addi-
tionally, our traditional Macedonian
music and dance festival in Toronto
attracted a significant audience, in-
cluding many non-Greeks, providing
a valuable opportunity to share our
culture with the broader Canadian so-
ciety."

The representative from Canada
also highlighted other cultural events.
"We have also sponsored a film festival
in Vancouver showcasing the work of
Greek filmmakers, and we have es-
tablished a youth choir in Montreal
that performs traditional Macedonian
songs at community gatherings and
official events. These initiatives are

not merely for entertainment; they
are a vital means of cultural transmis-
sion and preservation."

The Federation's educational out-
reach was another key area of focus
in the presentation. "We have es-
tablished a scholarship fund for uni-
versity students of Hellenic descent
who are pursuing studies in history,
archaeology, and classical studies,"
he announced. "The objective of this
fund is to encourage and support the
next generation of scholars who will
continue the important work of re-
searching and teaching the history of
our region." He further detailed the
public education efforts: "Further-
more, we have launched a series of
public lectures in Montreal and Van-
couver, featuring respected academ-
ics who present the history of Mace-
donia based on primary sources and
archaeological findings. These lec
tures are free and open to the public,
and they are often followed by ques-
tion-and-answer sessions to facilitate
a deeper public understanding of the
subject.”

Advocacy and government re-
lations were also presented as a
cornerstone of the Canadian Feder-
ation’s work. "The Pan-Macedonian
Federation of Canada maintains an
active dialogue with Canadian gov-
ernment officials and policymakers,"
the speaker explained. "We make it a
point to provide them with accurate,
source-based information regarding
the history and cultural heritage of
Macedonia. Our aim is to ensure that
the Canadian public discourse on this
matter is well-informed and grounded
in historical fact. We have prepared
comprehensive informational pack-
ets, which include academic papers,
historical maps, and translations of
primary sources, and we have dis-
tributed these materials to members
of Parliament and other government
agencies."

The role of media and public re-
lations in the Federation's strategy
was also emphasized. "We have cul-
tivated a strong relationship with
the Greek-Canadian press," he noted.
"Through regular press releases and
media briefings, we ensure that our
community is kept abreast of our ac-

tivities and the broader issues con-
cerning Macedonia. We also actively
engage with mainstream Canadian
media to provide a factual perspective
on matters related to Macedonia, and
we have had some success in getting
our articles and letters to the editor
published in major Canadian news-
papers."

In his concluding remarks, the Can-
adian representative issued a «call
for greater collaboration among the
international Pan-Macedonian as-
sociations. "Our strength lies in our
unity and our collective resolve," he
asserted. "The work of the Pan-Mace-
donian Federation of Canada is but
one part of a global effort. By sharing
our resources, coordinating our strat-
egies, and learning from each other's
successes, we can be more effective
in our shared mission. | propose the
establishment of a joint committee to
facilitate the sharing of educational
materials and the coordination of our
international advocacy efforts."

The convention also received a re-
port from Mr. loannis Kofopoulos of
the Pan-Macedonian Association of
USA, who addressed the critical issue
of youth engagement. "The future of
our organizations depends on our abil-
ity to inspire the younger generation
to take an active role in our cultural
and educational initiatives," he said.
"We must find new and innovative
ways to connect with our youth and to
make them feel a sense of ownership
and pride in their heritage."

The event culminated in the unani-
mous adoption of a resolution that
reaffirmed the commitment of the
Pan-Macedonian associations to the
preservation of the Hellenic heritage
of Macedonia. The resolution outlined
a series of action items for the upcom-
ing year, including the creation of new
educational resources for schools,
the expansion of cultural exchange
programs, and the establishment of
a digital archive of historical docu-
ments. The convention was formally
adjourned by Mr. Gkoulioumatzidis,
who expressed his gratitude to the
delegates for their constructive par-
ticipation and their unwavering dedi-
cation to the cause of Macedonia.
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Fall of Tripolitsa remembered in solemn Laval ceremony

()

i £ APDOROILD

edltor@greektlmes ca

LAVAL - The Pan-Arcadian
Brotherhood of Canada hosted a
commemorative event in Laval,
Quebec, to honour the 204th an-
niversary of the Fall of Tripolitsa,
a pivotal moment in the Greek
War of Independence. The day's
proceedings began with a for-
mal doxology service at the Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox Church in
Chomedey and were followed by
a luncheon at the association's
community hall, bringing together
prominent figures from the Hel-
lenicdiaspora and Quebec political
life. The gathering served not only
as aremembrance of a historic mil-
itary victory but also as a profound
expression of cultural identity and
continuity for the Greek commun-
ity in Montreal.

The event was attended by a dis-
tinguished list of guests, reflect-
ing the deep connections between
the community and various levels
of government and civic society.
Among those present were Mr.
Zisis Fotopoulos, President of the
Pan-Arcadian Brotherhood of Can-
ada; Mr. Nikolaos Karalekas, the
Consul General of Greece in Mont-
real; Sona Lakhoyan, Member of
the National Assembly of Que-
bec; and Aglaia Revelakis, a Laval
Municipal Councillor. Also in at-
tendance were Mr. Sotiris Antipas,
President of the Hellenic Congress
of Quebec, and Mr. Vasilis An-
gelopoulos, President of the Hel-
lenic Community of Greater Mont-
real, alongside former presidents
of the brotherhood and numerous

members of the diaspora who par-
ticipated with emotion and pride.
The historical event at the heart
of the commemoration, the Fall
of Tripolitsa on September 23,
1821, was a crucial turning point in
Greece’s struggle for sovereignty.
Atthetime, Tripolitsa (modern-day
Tripoli) was the Ottoman Empire’s
administrative and military cap-
ital in the Peloponnese peninsula.
Its capture by Greek revolution-
ary forces under the command
of Theodoros Kolokotronis was

the first major victory of the war.
This success galvanized the Greek
cause, providing a critical morale
boost, a strategic stronghold, and
a substantial cache of arms for
the nascent rebellion. The victory,
while celebrated for its strategic
importance, wasalso theresultofa
brutal siege and violent aftermath,
a complexity that underscores the
profound sacrifices made during
the fight for independence.

For the Greek diaspora in Mont-
real, commemorating this anniver-

sary is a vital link to their ancestral
heritage. In a multicultural soci-
ety like Quebec, such events are
fundamental to preserving and
transmitting history, values, and
a collective sense of identity to
succeeding generations. The Fall
of Tripolitsa symbolizes resilience,
the fight against overwhelming
odds, and the ultimate price of
freedom, themes that resonate
universally and reinforce a shared
cultural narrative. The brother-
hood's explicit mention of the
"heroes of the Greek Revolution"
highlights the event's role in an-
choring the community's mod-
ern identity in a legacy of historic
struggle and national pride.

This connection between past
and present was powerfully sym-
bolized by the active participation
of youth. The association made
special mention of the "young
people who held the flags high,
proudly honouring our ancestors
and their glorious history". This
image is central to the event's con-
temporary meaning; it represents
the conscious effort to ensure that
the stories and sacrifices of 1821
are not forgotten but are instead
embraced by young Greek-Can-
adians. Furthermore, the presence
of elected officials like MNA Sona
Lakhoyan and Councillor Aglaia
Revelakis signifies the Hellenic
community’s integration and rec-
ognized role within the political
landscape of Quebec. Their attend-
ance acknowledges the commun-
ity's civic importance and demon-
strates how celebrating a specific
cultural history contributes to the
broader multicultural fabric of the
province. In this context, the com-
memoration becomes a dialogue
between a proud ancestral past
and an engaged civic present.

SONA LAKHOYAN OLIVIER HONORS OCTOBER 28, 1940,

OXI DAY, A SYMBOL OF COURAGE AND THE FIGHT FOR

FREEDOM. WE CELEBRATE THIS LEGACY WITH THE
HELLENIC COMMUNITY OF CHOMEDEY.

XPONIA MOAAA!

ASSEMBLEE
NATIONALE
DU QUEBEC
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Thousands Raised for Montreal Greek Schools atAnnuaICretan.Fest
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This past August, the grounds of Evangelismos tis
Theotokou Church in Park Extension once again came
alive with the sounds and flavors of Crete for the an-
nual Festival of St. Eftychios. For over 15 years, the
Makrymanolakis family has organized this cherished
two-day event, which serves as both a vibrant cultural
gathering and a major philanthropic effort benefiting
the Greek community of Montreal.

The festival is a cornerstone for preserving Cretan
heritage in the city, offering traditional dishes rarely
found elsewhere. Attendees had the opportunity to
enjoy authentic foods such as boiled goat (vrasti katsi-
ka), souvlakia, and sausages. The main attraction, how-
ever, was the Cretan gamopilafo.

In aninterview that aired on EDO Montreal Radio on
102.3 FM and Odyssey-TV, Park Extension City Coun-
cillor Mary Deros described the meal as "the tastiest
pilaf | have ever eaten in my life," adding, "we come
every year to eat this unique pilaf with the goat."
Tasos Xipolitakis, President of the Fundraising Com-
mitee of the Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal,

explained the dish’'s cultural significance: "This we
call gamopilafo in Crete because they make it at wed-
dings."

Beyond the celebration of culture, the festival's core
purpose is charity. Organizer Eftychios Makryman-
olakis, who founded the Philanthropic Organization
of Saint Eftychios, has made the event a pillar of sup-
port for the community. "We are continuing our phil-
anthropic work, because it is for a philanthropic cause
that we continue," said Mr. Makrymanolakis.

The Ffestival consistently raises significant funds,
with proceeds directed to vital community institu-
tions. Mr. Makrymanolakis confirmed, "The profits go
to the schools, to the hospitals, to the community, and
wherever | understand that there is a need."

The Montreal Greek community sees the direct bene-
fits of this generosity. Recently, the Hellenic Commun-
ity of Greater Montreal announced a $6,000 donation
from Mr. Makrymanolakis, raised from the festival,
to support its Supplementary Education Schools. In a
public letter, Mr. Makrymanolakis reinforced his com-
mitment, stating, "Our schools are the future and the
continuation of our Hellenism in Montreal... we have a
duty to support them so that no Greek child remains
ignorant of the language of his parents and ancestors."

Run by Mr. Makrymanolakis, his family, and dedicat-
ed friends who volunteer their time, the festival is a
testament to community spirit. It successfully brings
the feeling of a Greek village festival to Montreal,
helping to continue "the tradition and the customs of

our homeland." Mr. Makrymanolakis has expressed his
wish that his family and descendants will continue this
important tradition for years to come.

HCGM Board meets to discuss operational and fmanclal challenges
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MONTREAL - A tone of determined
transition marked the regular month-
ly meeting of the Hellenic Community
of Greater Montreal (HCGM) Board of
Directors on Tuesday, October 7, 2025.
In a session that balanced confronting
serious legacy issues with launching
forward-looking projects, the board,
led by President Basile Angelopoulos,
addressed a dense agenda covering the
organization’s significant financial lia-
bilities, a key leadership appointment,
school system updates, and new com-
munity outreach efforts. The meeting,
held at the community’'s headquarters
on Wilderton Avenue and attended by
board members and media both in-per-
son and online, laid out the new admin-
istration’s approach to the challenges
facing the nearly 120-year-old institu-
tion.

Aprimary focus of the eveningwas the
HCGM's precarious financial health. A
Treasury Report dated October 1, 2025,
revealed the organization is managing
unaudited estimated liabilities totaling
$6.808 million. This debt includes a Bank
of Montreal line of credit that is nearly
maximized at $1.874 million against a
$2.0 million limit, leaving minimal re-
maining borrowing capacity. During
his remarks, President Angelopoulos
provided stark context to these fig-
ures, stating, “The debt costs us 70,000
dollars each month, approximately
850,000 dollars a year. It's something
the community is not in a position to
continue to service”. He also explained
that over the summer, the HCGM had
secured a temporary increase to its line
of credit, which reached $2.75 million
before being reduced back to its $2 mil-
lion limit by September 30, as agreed
with the bank. In response to these
pressures, the board has initiated the
2025-2026 budgeting process. While
Mr. Angelopoulos acknowledged that
the current year’'s budget will show an
operating deficit, he assured attendees
it would be less than the previous year’s
and affirmed a firm commitment that
“our second budget for the year 2026-
2027 will be balanced, if not with a sur-
plus”. The audit for the fiscal year that
ended on June 30, 2025, is nearing com-
pletion, and the treasurer confirmed
that all payroll-related deductions are
being paid on time.

As part of its strategy to steer the
community toward recovery, the board
announced the appointment of George
Tsantrizos as the HCGM's new Executive
Director. The appointment follows a
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recruitment process that began in late
June and drew over 100 applications. An
alumnus of the community’s Ecole Soc-
rates-Démosthene, Mr. Tsantrizos pos-
sesses expertise in “business develop-
ment, human resources optimization,
and financial management, along with
experience in real estate management,”
according to the Secretary of Human
Resources’ report. He previously collab-
orated with the HCGM for 11 years as
a political consultant. His appointment
was unanimously approved by the board
on October 2, with an official start date
of October 14. The board also formally
welcomed the new Consul General of
Greece in Montreal, Nikolaos Karalekas,
who has been in the city for a month.
In his address, the Consul General ex-
pressed his admiration for the com-
munity’s high level of organization and
pledged his full support, stating, “I am
here to be by your side and to serve you
because that is my mission”.

Updates concerning the Ecole Soc-
rates-Démosthéne school system in-
cluded changes to the tuition fees for
the 2026-2027 academic year. These
increases, intended to help balance the
school’'s budget, will raise pre-kinder-
garten and elementary fees to $1,625
and high school fees to $5,825. Acces-
sory fees will rise from $800 to $950. A
new policy was also instituted, effective
for the same year, requiring both par-
ents of enrolled students to be mem-
bers of the HCGM.

The school’s recent Open House on
October 4, promoted through what
the Secretariat of Education’s report
called a “successful and unprecedent-
ed social media campaign,” became a
subject of detailed questioning during
the media period. The campaign relied
on social media and featured alumni
testimonials and drone footage provid-
ed pro bono by an alumnus. During the
meeting, questions submitted via email
by Dimitri Papadopoulos of the Mont-
real Greek Times were read, asking for
specific data on attendance and new
enrollments compared to the previous
year, the total cost of the campaign, and
whether it was “accurate that this year’s
Open Door campaign underperformed,
with overall response and engagement
estimated to be 50% to 75% lower than
last year?”. In response, President Basile
Angelopoulos stated that the specif-
ic data on attendance and enrollment
had not yet been compiled but would
be provided soon. He did, however,
state the total cost of the campaign:
“15 thousand dollars in total”. He char-
acterized the social media-focused
strategy as an “experiment” to “see to
what extent this medium responds and
is effective”. Mr. Angelopoulos then an-
nounced a significant change in future
marketing strategy, stating, “we will
change course on how we will promote

and market our school in the future”.
He criticized the reliance on a single,
short annual event and announced that
the school’s marketing budget would
be increased from $15,000 to $100,000
to support a continuous, year-round
promotional effort.On the cultural and
community front, the board reported a
major civic achievement after the City
of Laval's council voted unanimously to
give a portion of Souvenir Boulevard,
between Chomedey and Clarendon, a
symbolic, secondary Hellenic name. The
HCGM board passed its own unanimous
motion to formally support the initia-
tive, which was spearheaded by board
members in collaboration with Laval city
councillors Aglaia Revelakis and Vassilis
Karidogiannis. Plans for the upcoming
“"OXI Day” commemoration on October
28 were announced, which will include a
Doxology at Holy Cross Church in Laval
followed by a luncheon at the Embassy
Plaza. Looking ahead, President An-
gelopoulos announced the formation
of two new committees: one chaired by
Kostia Pantazis to organize events cele-
brating community achievements, and
another led by Justine Frangouli-Argyris
to plan the HCGM'’s 120th-anniversary
celebrations in 2026.

Departmental reports highlighted
pressing infrastructure needs alongside
operational progress. An inspection of
the community’s athletic facilities re-
vealed “significant negligence and ex-
tensive wear and tear,” rendering the
gymnasium “unsuitable for revenue-gen-
erating purposes”. A volunteer-aided
“cost-effective Ffacelift” Ffocusing on
deep cleaning and cosmetic refresh-
ment has since begun. The department
plans to raise approximately $25,000
through new banner sponsorships to
fund equipment replacement and other
projects. The Real Estate department is
overseeing extensive renovations of sev-
en long-vacant apartments adjacent to
the headquarters, a project aided by vol-
unteers and donations from Greek-Can-
adian businesses. The department is also
managing ongoing roof issues, including
a leak at Panagitsa Church and a more
complex insurance claim process for
the full replacement of the Grande Salle
roof. In a move toward increased finan-
cial disclosure, the President announced
that a new online contract inventory is
now available for all active HCGM mem-
bers to consult. In response to a question
from an attendee, President Angelopoul-
os confirmed that a mandate has been

given to work on the “repatriation” of
the community’s social services program.

As this report was being prepared for
press, new information emerged con-
cerning an internal matter facing the
HCGM leadership. A formal complaint
was filed with the Board of Directors re-
garding a senior staff member affiliated
with the HCGM. The complaint centers
on the director of one of the commun-
ity’s Centres de la Petite Enfance (CPE),
who is currently an active candidate for
city councillor in Montreal.

The letter of complaint, addressed
to the HCGM Board, alleges “a serious
conflict of interest and ongoing ethical
misconduct”. The grounds for the com-
plaint include the allegation that the in-
dividual is using her position of author-
ity within the government-funded CPE
to solicit political support, specifically
by approaching staff and parents for
nomination signatures. The letter states
that several individuals felt “pressured,
intimidated, or coerced into complying,
fearing potential consequences if they
decline”.

Further, the complaint alleges a “mis-
use of work environment for political
purposes,” arguing that campaigning
during working hours at a public-serv-
ing institution “undermines the integ-
rity of the institution”. The letter also
raises concerns about the potential
for reputational harm to the HCGM,
pointing out that should the individual
be elected, she would hold two “very
demanding full-time, publicly funded
positions simultaneously”. The com-
plaint estimates a municipal salary of
approximately $85,000 in addition to
her current compensation of around
$100,000.

The complainants are requesting
that the HCGM Board take immediate
action, including conducting a “formal
and impartial investigation” into the
allegations, requiring the individual to
take a “leave of absence as Director of
CPE Wilderton for the duration of the
campaign,” and establishing clear policy
guidelines regarding political candidacy
for individuals in leadership roles within
HCGM institutions. The letter empha-
sizes that while civic engagement is en-
couraged, “the pursuit of public office
must never come at the cost of ethical
leadership, professional integrity, or
the wellbeing of the families who rely
on these institutions”. The HCGM has
not yet issued a public statement on the
matter.
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Unity and Hellenism at Messinian amphlctyony conference with Montreal s Nick Mavros elected VP
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Messinia hosted the 16th Annual
Conference and General Assembly of
the Messinian Amphictyony, with a
central focus on Greek language edu-
cation and the importance of Hellenic
culture in modern society. The gather-
ing brought together Greeks from the
diaspora around the world, underlining
the enduring role of the Greek language
as a defining element of identity and
continuity. The conference was inaug-
urated by the Mayor of Kalamata and
the President of the Messinian Amphic-
tyony, Athanasios Vassilopoulos.

The primary objective of the event
was to emphasize the need to strength-
en Greek language learning among
younger generations of the diaspora.
It was noted that many children of the
second and third generations have lim-
ited knowledge of the language, while
some do not speak it at all. To address
this, partnerships have been developed
with primary and secondary education
systems, as well as with universities in
Patras, Kalamata, and abroad. Within
this framework, the conference pre-
sented the concept of a digital tutoring
platform designed to promote Greek
language education globally, using
modern technological and pedagogical

Dbl

editor@greektimes.ca

methods that can be applied across bor-
ders.

Participants underlined that for Greek
language instruction to be effective,
there must be a shift in teaching ap-
proaches, with greater adoption of digit-
al tools and resources. The language
was described not only as a means of
communication but also as a living cul-
tural symbol. For the diaspora, Greek
is a bridge that connects generations
and transmits traditions, values, and
collective memory. Volunteers, teach-
ers, and community organizations were
highlighted for their continuous work
in keeping the language alive among
children of the third and fourth gener-
ations in major cities such as Montreal,
Melbourne, and New York.

A particularly notable moment of
the conference was the intervention
of Nikos Mavros, Member of the Hel-
lenic Community of Montreal. Repre-
senting Canada in his role as executive
Vice President of the Messinian Amph-
ictyony, Mr. Mavros conveyed a strong
message of unity and outlined the daily
effort of Greeks abroad to preserve
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their language and culture thousands oF

kilometers from their homeland. He em-
phasized that the annual conference is
an opportunity for Messinians of the di-
aspora to come together, discuss shared
concerns, strengthen ties, and identify
ways to support Greek communities
both abroad and in Greece.

The conference featured several
distinguished speakers, including aca-
demics and representatives of organiz-
ations, who addressed the importance
of the Greek language as a vehicle of
cultural heritage. Among them were
the President of the Naval Museum of
Kalamata, Professor Eleni Benekou, the
Secretary General of the Federation of
Greek Associations of Ukraine, Spyridon
Chalvantzis, and Assistant Professor of
Greek Philology, Giorgos Kontogiannis.
Their contributions stressed the role
of language in preserving identity and
heritage.

Further interventions came from au-
thor lIlias Toutoulakis, and philologist
Christos Byporos, each highlighting how
language and culture remain central to
the everyday life of diaspora commun-
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ities. These perspectives reinforced the
view that language is not merely a tool
for communication but the core link
that sustains traditions, memories, and
continuity across generations.

The speakers also emphasized the
long-standing role of the diaspora as a
pillar of support for Greece. Across the
world, organized communities invest
significant effort into maintaining Greek
schools and programs, often relying on
volunteers and community resources.
This commitment reflects the strong
attachment of Greeks abroad to their
roots and the determination to pass on
their heritage to younger generations.

The conference proceedings conclud-
ed with the General Assembly and elec-
tions for the new Administrative Council
of the Messinian Amphictyony. The day
was dedicated to the Greek language,
history, and the values that unite Hel-
lenism worldwide. The event reaffirmed
the importance of a collective effort
to safeguard Greek language learning,
both within Greece and across diaspora
communities around the world.

FILIA’s Walk-a-Thon boosts funds for food dellverles to homebound seniors

The Association Troisieme Age «FILIA» hosted its
19th annual Walk-a-Thon at Saint-Norbert Park. The
event brought together members and supporters to
raise funds and awareness for the association's "Meals
on Wheels" program, which serves seniors and other
individuals in need.

The event was organized by FILIA President Johan-
na Tsoublekas, who addressed the participants before
the walk began. "As usual for the last 19 years, we are
doing this little walk, which has to do with strength-
ening the Meals-on-Wheels, the program we have
where we take food three times a week to the homes
of the elderly, the sick and not only," Ms. Tsoublekas
stated. She highlighted the dual goals of the event:
"One goal is to publicize what we do... The other is to
make the rest of the world understand that the elderly
also have needs and we are trying with this little walk...
to raise some money, even if it's a little, to be able to
cope."

The "Meals on Wheels" program is a core service
for the organization. "We cook in the morning on the
same day and in three hours, between 11:30 and 12:00,
the food is at their homes," Ms. Tsoublekas explained.
She also spoke about the social impact of the service
onisolated seniors. "For some of them, we are perhaps
the only ones they see, no one else steps into their
house."

The Walk-a-Thon is an established autumn tradition
in Laval's Chomedey neighborhood. For a registration

fee of $10.00, participants walked a route around the
park, after which they were provided with compli-
mentary food. An outdoor yoga session was also of-
fered to attendees.

Tassos Xipolitakis, the association's secretary, spoke

about his involvement with the organization. "I just
want to congratulate you for the God-pleasing work
you do all these years and to urge everyone to come
and help Filia," he said. "About 8-10 years ago, | felt
the need when | reached a certain age that | had to
help somewhere and that's why | came to Filia. Please,
come and help."

Also in attendance was Mary Deros, the Municipal
Councilor for Park Extension. In her remarks, she ac-

knowledged FILIA's long-standing service to the com-
munity. "I admire you because for so many years you
continue to give services to the elderly and you help
as much as you can. 45 whole years," Ms. Deros said.
She noted the event's importance for both physical
activity and social connection. "...when we come we
see friends, we exchange opinions, we talk. And this is
good for the mind when we are happy to see our own
people next to us. It is first of all the mind and health
and these are thanks to Filia and Joanna Tsoublekas."

The FILIA association has operated for 45 years.
While its original mission was to assist Greek women in
Parc Extension, its mandate has since grown to serve
seniors and individuals from all backgrounds across
the Montreal region, with an increasing focus on the
Laval population. For its first 13 years, the Walk-a-Thon
was held in Parc Extension before moving to Laval.

In addition to the food delivery program, FILIA offers
arange of other services. According to Ms. Tsoublekas,
these include gymnastics classes twice a week to help
with balance, a food bank that provides free groceries
to those in need, yoga sessions, and painting classes,
which will begin in November. The association also
provides assistance with tax returns for low-income
individuals and acts as a resource for information on
services available to seniors.

Ms. Tsoublekas thanked the attendees for their
participation and support. "l wish you all the best. Be
well," she concluded.

Greek Viper premiere packs Montreal Improv Theatre
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Montreal-born actor Elias Scoufaras
brought his one-man show, Greek Viper,
to a hometown audience last Wednes-
day, performing to a packed house at
the Montreal Improv Theatre. The pre-
miere on September 25 was a home-
coming for the artist, whose solo per-
formance arrived in the city following
a sold-out run at the Hudson Theatre
in Los Angeles. That venue is noted as
the same stage where the theatrical
production of My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding first debuted, a detail featured in
the promotional material for Mr. Scou-
faras’'s show. His return to the city of his
birth was met with a standing ovation,
with attendees praising both his comed-
ic timing and the intensity of the story.

The 70-minute play is billed as «My
Big Fat Greek Wedding meets A Bronx

Tale» and blends family comedy with
the narrative of a mob thriller. The story
follows a pianist whose world changes
when love and tragedy pull him into
the criminal underworld of Montreal.
This story is laced with humor, which is
drawn from the presence of the protag-
onist’s overbearing Greek parents and a
gallery of other personalities. Over the
course of the evening, Mr. Scoufaras
embodies all 17 characters himself, por-
traying characters ranging from rela-
tives to mobsters.

For Mr. Scoufaras, performing Greek
Viper in Montreal was more than a
professional milestone; it was a per-
sonal one. “To perform it here, in the
city where | was born, feels like coming
full circle,” he told the crowd after the
show. He explained that the play grew
out of his own experiences with cul-
ture, identity, and the contradictions of
family life. He has called the show his
most personal project to date, a work
that requires his humor, heart, and in-
tensity. This authenticity was noted
by audience members, some of whom
laughed in recognition at the depictions

of Greek family dynamics woven into
the narrative. Mr. Scoufaras summarized
the show's themes as «love, loss, and re-
venge, with a side of baklava».

While now based in Los Angeles, Mr.
Scoufaras was born and raised in Mont-
real and has built a career across film,
television, and theatre. He is an alum-
nus of the Lee Strasberg Theatre & Film
Institute in New York and has worked
professionally in Montreal, Toronto,
and Los Angeles. His recent screen cred-
its include an appearance as Kostas on
the television series General Hospital.
In 2024, he won the Vanguard Best Ac-
tor Award at the Idyllwild International
Festival of Cinema for his role in the film
Rich and Happy.

The production was guided by its
creative team to be an experience de-
scribed as both cinematic and intimate.
The show was directed by Alec Norris,
a Los Angeles-based director with a
focus on character-driven, emotionally
resonant narratives. The producer was
Michael Donovan, an award-winning
casting director and the recipient of 10
Artios Awards from the Casting Society

of America for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Casting. With more than 1,000
theatre productions to his name, Mr.
Donovan brought his industry expertise
to shepherd the project from page to
stage.

The reception in Montreal was re-
flected in local media, which described
the play as a “tour de force” and “a story
that only Montreal could inspire”. The
welcome in his hometown may mark the
beginning of a new chapter for Greek
Viper, which is expected to continue its

run in other cities.
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