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We establish a 3G-theorem for the iterated Green function of (-A)?™, (p > 1, m > 1), on
the unit ball B of R” (n > 1) with boundary conditions (8/9v)/(—~A)*"u = 0 on 9B, for
0<k=<p-1landO0 < j=<m—1. Weexploit this result to study a class of potentials }if)n
Next, we aim at proving the existence of positive continuous solutions for the following
polyharmonic nonlinear problems (—A)?"u = h(-,u), in D (in the sense of distributions),
lim 1 ((=A)*"u(x)/(1 - |x])"') =0, for 0 < k < p— 1, where D = B or B\{0} and h is
a Borel measurable function on D X (0, o) satisfying some appropriate conditions related
to }5531

Copyright © 2006 Imed Bachar. This is an open access article distributed under the Cre-
ative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

1. Introduction

Let m > 1, p > 1 be a positive integer and T£), be the Green function of the polyhar-
monic operator u — (—A)P™y, on the unit ball B of R” (n > 1) with boundary conditions
(0/9v) (—=A)kmuy,, =0, for 0 <k <p—1and 0 < j <m— 1, where 9/9v is the outward
normal derivative.

Then rﬁ,é’)n satisfies for p > 2 and each x, y € B,

D(x,y) = JB e JB G (%,21) G (21,22) = - G (2p-1,y)dz1 - - - dzp1,  (11)

where G, , is the Green function of the polyharmonic operator u — (—A)™u, on B with
Dirichlet boundary conditions (9/9v)iu =0,0 < j <m— 1.

In [4], Boggio gave an explicit expression for G, . In fact, he proved that for each x, y
in B,

dv, (1.2)

X X— -1
Gun(x,y) = k |x_y|zm—nj[’”/‘ A (-1

pyn—=1
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2 DPositive solutions for higher-order equations

where ky,, is a positive constant and [x,y]? = [x— y|*+ (1 — [x[?)(1 = [y|?), for x, y
in B.

In a recent article, Grunau and Sweers [11] have established interesting estimates for
the Green function rS,é’,L. In particular, they proved the existence of a positive constant C,
such that for each x, y in B

SHoy) < Ta(y) < CH (), (13)
where
%min(l,%) ifn>2pm,
lx— yl lx— yl
Log(l-i—%) ifn=2pm,
lx =yl
(p)

m,n(X,y) =1 min <1) (5(x)6(y))("_2(‘7_1)"’)/2/|x_y|”—2(P—1W>
(8G)3(y) """

if2(p—1)m<n<2pm,

" 1 N
(8(x)8(»)) L0g<2+|x—y|2+8(x)8(y)> ifn=2(p-1)m,

[ (8(x)8(»)" ifn<2(p—1)m,
(1.4)

and 6(x) = 1 — | x|, denotes the Euclidean distance between x and oB.

In the other hand, Grunau and Sweers [10] derived from Boggio’s formula some in-
teresting estimates on the Green function Gy, in B, including a classical form of a 3G-
theorem, which holds for the Green function G? . of the Laplace operator u — (—A)u, on
an arbitrary bounded C"!-domain D (see [6, 26]).

The classical form of the 3G-theorem has been exploited to introduce the classical
Kato class of functions K, (D), which was widely used in the study of some nonlinear
differential equations (see [18, 25]). Definition and properties of the class K,,(D) can be
found in [2, 6].

Recently, in [3] the authors improved the inequalities on G, , established by Grunau
and Sweers in [10]. In particular, they prove the following form of the 3G-theorem.

TaeoreM 1.1 ([3]). There exists Cy,,, > 0 such that for each x, y,z € B,

G (%,2)Gu(2, ¥) B 8(z) " 82 m
Gm,n(x>y) < Cm,n|:<8(x)> Gm,n(X,Z) + <6(}’)) Gm,n()/,Z):|. (1.5)

This form of the 3G-theorem has been proved for the Green function G, in an arbi-
trary bounded C"!-domain D, by Kalton and Verbitsky [12] for n > 3 and by Selmi [22]
forn =2.
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In [3], the authors used this inequality (1.5) to introduce and study a new Kato class
Kin,» of functions on B defined as follows.

Definition 1.2. A Borel measurable function ¢ in B belongs to the class K, , if ¢ satisfies
the following condition

: o(y) -
E{r&(ilég R <8(x)> G (%,7) | 9(y) |dy> =0. (1.6)

In the case m = 1, this class was introduced for a bounded C»'-domain D in R”, in [19]
for n = 3 and in [15, 24] for n = 2. Moreover, it is shown that K; ,,(D) contains properly
the classical Kato class K,,(D).

The plan for this paper is as follows. In Section 2, we give some estimates for the Green
function 1"55,31, which are parallel to those satisfied by the Green function Gy, in B (see
(3, 10]).

In particular, we prove that the Green function rﬁ,{)n satisfies the inequality (1.5). This
enables us to define and study in Section 3 a Polyharmonic Kato class 56,%’31 of functions
on B (see Definition 1.3 below).

In particular, we prove that K, , = }5,1,),1 C }fﬁ}nc - C j(P Y }(P) and §a<P) - C
}fﬁl . C }%1. So we extend some results obtained in [3].

Definition 1.3. A Borel measurable function ¢ in B belongs to the class } ) if ¢ satisfies
the following condition

. 6(y)>m (») )

1 | T , dy| =0. 1.7

lim (ig — (6(3() (%) | @(y) | dy (1.7)
In Section 4, first we will investigate the existence of positive bounded continuous so-

lutions for the following iterated polyharmonic nonlinear problem

(=A)P"u = f(-,u), in B (in the sense of distributions)

_ A)km
1m(Lu:f2:0, for0<k<p-1 (1.8)
=1 (1 - [x])

We will fix some r > n and we suppose that the function f satisfies the following hypothe-
ses:

(H,) f isanonnegative Borel measurable function on B X (0, o), continuous and non-

increasing with respect to the second variable.

(H,) For each ¢ >0, the function x — f(x,c(8(x))™)/(8(x))™ is in Ky .

(H3) For each ¢ >0, the function x — f(x,c(8(x))™) is in L"(B).

(Hy4) For each ¢ >0, f(+,c) is a nontrivial function.

To study problem (1.8), we assume further that 2 < n < (2p — 1)m, then we prove that
(1.8) has at least one positive solution u € C?>’"~1(B) satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1}
and x € B

%(G(x))m < (=A)*"u(x) < c(8(x))™, for some constant ¢ > 0. (1.9)
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Recently, Maagli et al. [17] considered the problem (1.8) when p =1, m = n = 2, and
where the function f satisfies similar hypotheses stated above. Then they proved that
(1.8) has a positive continuous solution u satisfying (1/¢)(6(x))™ < u(x) < c¢(8(x))" 1,
for some constant ¢ > 0.

Note that for m = p = 1, using the complete maximum principle argument, which
does not hold for m > 2, Maagli and Zribi [ 18] established an existence and an uniqueness
result for the problem (1.8) in a bounded C"! domain D of R" (n > 3), where the function
f is required to satisfy the hypotheses (H, ), (H4) and

(Hy) Foreach ¢ >0, f(+,c) isin K,(D).

Here we prove an existence result of the more general problem (1.8) and we obtain esti-
mates both on the solution u and their derivatives (—A)¥"y, for all k € {1,... ,p—1}.

As second application we are concerned with the existence of infinitely many singular

positive solutions for the following iterated polyharmonic problem

(=A)P"u=y(-,u), inB\{0} (in the sense of distributions)

(—=A)kmu(x) (1.10)
m _

=0, for0<k<p-1.
Ixl—1 (1 _ |x|)m—1 p

We will fix some r > n and we assume the following hypotheses:

(A;) y is a Borel measurable function on B X (0, ), continuous with respect to the
second variable.

(Ay) ly(x,t)| < tq(x,t), where g is a nonnegative Borel measurable function in B X
(0, ) such that the function t — q(x, t) is nondecreasing on (0, o) and lim;_( g(x,
t)=0.

(A3) For each ¢ > 0, the function g. defined on B by g.(x) = q(x,cGm,,(x,0)) belongs
to the class Ky, .

(A4) For each ¢ > 0, the function x — Gy, ,(x,0)g.(x) is in L"(B).

Then we will prove the existence of by > 0 such that for each b € (0,by], the problem
(1.10) has a solution u € C?P~1(B\ {0}) satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1} and x € B\ {0}

gri,{;k)(x,m < (=AYFmy(x) < %b 29 (x,0). (1.11)
Moreover, for n > 2(p — k)m, we have
_ AYkm
(A)™ulx) _ b. (1.12)

im =
x|—0 Fgﬁ;k)(x,O)

When m = p =1 and D is a bounded C'!-domain in R” (n > 3) containing 0, the exis-
tence of infinitely many singular positive solutions for the problem (1.10) has been estab-
lished by Zhang and Zhao [25] for the special nonlinearity

v(x,t) =plott, u>1, (1.13)

where the function p satisfies
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(Hp)

p(x)

X
This has been extended by Maagli and Zribi [19], where y satisfies some appropriate
conditions related to the class K; ,(D).

The case p = 1 and m > 1, has been studied in [3].

Here, we extend the result to the more general problem (1.10).

Finally, we aim at proving the existence of positive bounded continuous solutions for
the following iterated polyharmonic nonlinear Dirichlet problem

(=A)P"y = ®(-,u), in B (in the sense of distributions)

=1 (1 - |x]) T T ’

m—1
where for a given r > n, the function @ is required to satisfy the following hypotheses:
(Ry) @ is a nonnegative Borel measurable function on B X [0,00), continuous with
respect to the second variable.
(R,) There exist a nontrivial nonnegative function i € L}, _(B) and a nonnegative func-
tion ¢ € K,;,,, such that

h(x)f(t) < D(x,t) < (8(x)) " p(x)g(t), (1.16)
where f andg: [0,c0) — [0, c0) are two measurable nondecreasing functions such
that
(Ra1)
lim& = oo, (1.17)
t—0 t

(Ra22)
}iﬂm‘$=0. (1.18)

(R3) The function x — (8(x))™¢@(x) is in L"(B).
Under these hypotheses, we will prove that the problem (1.15) has at least one positive
solution u € C*™~1(B) satisfying for all k € {0,...,p— 1} andx € B

%(5(x))m < (=A)"u(x) < c(8(x))", for some constant ¢ > 0. (1.19)

Note that the existence of a positive solution of the problem (1.15) in the case m =1,
p = 2, has been proved by Peletier and Van der Vorst in [21] for O(-,t) = [t[*, s > 1 and
by Dalmasso in [7] for ®(-,t) = h(t), where h is a positive, nondecreasing continuous
function on [0, o) and sublinear at 0 and co.

On the other hand, recently Dalmasso obtained in [8] an existence result for the prob-
lem (1.15) with m = 1, p = 2, provided that ® is locally Holder continuous function on
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B X [0,00) and such that for each x € B the function ®(x, -) is nonnegative and nonde-
creasing on [0, %) and min, 5 ®(x, -) is sublinear at 0 and max, .5 O(x, -) is sublinear at
00,

In order to simplify our statements, we define some convenient notations.

Notations 1.4. (i) Let B={x € R"; |x| <1} and B= {x € R"; |x| < 1}, forn > 1.

(ii) C(B) is the set of continuous functions in B.

(iii) Co(B) is the set of continuous functions in B vanishing at dB.

(iv) Ck(B) is the set of functions having all derivatives of order < k continuous in B
(ke N).

(v) Forx,y € B:

612 =lx—yl*+ (1—1x1?) (1= yl?). (1.20)

(vi) Let f and g be two positive functions on a set S.
We call f < g, if there is ¢ > 0 such that

f(x) <cg(x), VxeSs (1.21)

We call f ~ g, if there is ¢ > 0 such that

%g(x) < f(x) < cg(x), VxeS (1.22)

The following properties will be used several times
(i) For s,t = 0, we have

. t
min(s,t) ~ 55?, (1.23)
s+t ~r+1, L eR*. (1.24)

(ii) Let A,4 >0 and 0 < y < 1, then we have,

1-t*~1-t#, fortel0,1]. (1.25)
Log(1+¢) X¢t, fort=0. (1.26)
Log(1+At)~Log(1+put), fort=0. (1.27)
Log (1 +t') ~ min (1,#*) Log(2+1), fort=>0. (1.28)
(iii) On B? (i.e., (x, y) € B?), we have
[x,y]* ~ |x = y|> + 8(x)d(y) (1.29)
Sx)+8(y) X [xy], Ix—yl<[xyl (1.30)

2. Estimates for the iterated Green function

We start this section by proving some inequalities for the iterated Green function T,
that we will use later.
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ProposITION 2.1. On B2, the following estimates hold

(8(x)8 ()"
Ix—yln_ZPm[x,y]Zm’ forn>2pm,
m 2
Eff,)n(x,}/) ~ WLO <1+ |)[Cx’_y)]/|2), forn=2pm
6(x)d "
%, for2(p—1)m<n<2pm.

(2.1)

Proof. The proof follows immediately from (1.3) and the statements (1.23), (1.24), (1.29),

(1.27), and (1.28).

]

Using Proposition 2.1, (1.3) and similar argument as in [3, Corollary 2.5] we obtain

the following corollary.

CoROLLARY 2.2. Let ry > 0. For each x, y € B such that |x — y| = ry,

(3x)8(»)"

ron—Z(p—l)m :

—
i
)
=
IA

Moreover, On B2, the following estimates hold:

(8(x)8(y))" < TWn(x, y),

min ((8(x))", (8(»)™)
|x_y|n—(2p—1)m >

%(x,y) < ifn>2p—1)m,

Cin(6y) < min ((36)"™, (8(»)"), ifn < (2p~1)m.
COROLLARY 2.3. On B2, the following estimates hold:

1

PRI forn>2pm,

Log(|xiy|> forn=2pm,

(@) Dy =4 )™

8(x) NIRRT for2(p—1)ym<n<2pm,
((?()/))zm_2 forn=2(p—1)m,
(5()™" forn<2(p—1)m.

(2.2)

(2.3)

(2.4)

(2.5)

(2.6)

Proof. Using Proposition 2.1 and inequalities (1.30), it is easy to check the statement.

O
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Next, we aim at proving inequality (1.5) for the iterated Green function I’ 5531 So, we
need the following key lemma, which is due to [16]. Since [16] is not available we refer to
[14] for the proof.

LEmMA 2.4. Letx,y € B. Then the following properties are satisfied:
(1) If 8(x)d8(y) < |x — y|? then max(8(x),8 (V5+1)72)|x = yl.
(2) If Ix — y|> < 8(x)8(y) then (3 —/5)/2 8(x < 8(y ((3++/5)/2)8(x).

THEOREM 2.5 (3G-theorem). There exists a constant C,, , > 0 such that for each x, y,z € B,

(p) (p) m "
Ll i) 1) )00+ (32) el
,f)n(x y) = Cm,n |:(8(x)> rm,n(X,Z) + 6()/) Fm,n(y,z) . (27)

Proof. To prove the inequality, we denote by A(x,y) := (8(x)d( y))m/l“f;f,)n(x, y) and we
claim that A is a quasi-metric, that is for each x, y,z € B,

A(x,y) L A(x,2) + A(y,2). (2.8)

To show the claim, we remark that by using (1.3) and Lemma 2.4, we can reproduce the
proof of (1.5) in [3, Theorem 2.8]. This completes the proof. O

3. The Polyharmonic Kato class g“’ )

In this section, we will study properties of functions belonging to f,ﬁﬁ;f,)n.

Example 3.1. For n>2pm and s >n/2pm, L°(B) C }5;1,))”
For2(p—1)m<n<2pmands>n/2(p— l)m, L*(B) C }%’,L.
Forn<2(p—1)morn=_2pm, (B C}mn,forallse(l,w].

Using (1.7), (2.3) and similar techniques to those used in [3, Lemma 3.3], we obtain
the following lemma.

LEMMA 3.2. Let ¢ be a function in }%’,)n. Then the function
x— (8(x))"p(x) isin L'(B). (3.1)

In the sequel, we use the notation

— 3\
||¢||m,n,p = ilelg JB (6(3()) rm,n(x)y) | §0()’) | d)’ (32)

PropPOSITION 3.3. Let ¢ be a function in }55,31, then || @llmn,p < .

Proof. By writing B = (BN B(x,«)) U (B N B°(x,«)), then the result follows from (1.7),
(2.2), and Lemma 3.2. O
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Next we purpose to compare the classes }Eﬁ: ,(1<j<m).

PROPOSITION 3.4. On B2, the following estimates hold

Tin(x,y) < T (x,y), forp=2. (3.3)
T (x,y) < 8(x) (T, (x,y), form = 2. (3.4)

In particular,
=90, CcID, g, Ih gl g (3.5)

Proof. Using (1.1), (1.5) and the fact that |[1]],,,,,1 < o0, then (3.3) follows by induction
on p.

The assertion (3.3) implies that K, ,, = }5&);1 C }%,)n - C }55,;1) C j%ﬁ%

Next, we will prove (3.4).

Let x, y € B and m = 2, then by (1.2), we have

G (,9) < x — y 2" ( ‘Lx’_y y]|22 - 1) L[x’y]/xyl (Vz_vii)rfzdv. (3.6)
Using further (1.29), we deduce that
Gmn(x,y) 2 8(x)8(y)Gm-1,n(x, y). (3.7)
Hence (3.4) follows from this fact and (1.1).
This proves (3.4), which implies that }(p) C };i)l,n, for je {1,...,m—1}. ]

Remark 3.5. Let A € R and put 6(x) = 1/(8(x))}, for x € B. Then by [3, Example 3.9],
0 € Kpyn= }ﬁnl)n e A< 2m.
On the other hand, using Lemma 3. 2 and [13, lemma, page 726], we deduce that a

necessary condition in order that 6 € } isA<2m+1.
In fact, for p > 2, this is sufficient as it will be proved in the following proposition.

ProrosITION 3.6. Let p > 2. Then
9€§££L<:>A<2m+l. (3.8)

Proof. “=7 follows from Remark 3.5.
“«” For x € Band a € (0,1/2), we put

_ . 5()’)>m () 1
1=1sw:= |, m)n3<5(x) Pl ) St ™ 59

Case 1. Suppose that A < 2m.
(a) For n >2(p — 1)m, using Proposition 2.1, (1.30) and (1.26), it is easy to check that

2m—2A
1< J ( CI0)) N (3.10)

Bxw)nB |x — y|n=2(p—1m
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Hence, since A < 2m, it follows that

1
< s < 20p-1)m __| .
1< JB(X)a)mB |x_y|n—2(p—l)m dy <« 0 asa 0.

(b) Let n = 2(p — 1)m, then using (1.3), (1.26) and (1.24), we deduce that

Iﬁj 14 dyﬁj ! dy<a"!'—0 asa—0.
B(x,a)nB [x,y] B(xa)nB |X — I

(c) For n < 2(p — 1)m, then by (1.3), we have

2m-A

Iﬁj (8(y)"" "dy<a"—0 asa—0.
B(x,0)NB

Case2 (2m<A<2m+1). (a) Ifn>2(p— 1)m, then

1 1
1< )
Bxa)nD, |x — y[n=2p=Dm (a(y))mm Y
1 1
* dy=1+0,
JB(x,oc)nDz |x — y|n=2p=Dm (8()}))/\—2”1 y=h+h

where D; = {y € B:|x— y|> <8(x)0(y)} and D, = {y € B: 8(x)d(y) < |x— y|*}.

(a1) y € D;. Using Lemma 2.4, we have §(x) ~ §(y) and so |x — y| < 8(y).
Hence,

1
Iﬁj — — __dy<a*m 0 asa— 0.
1 B(xa)nD, |x _ y|n—2pm+)t y

(a2) y € Dy. Using Lemma 2.4, we have (1 —|y|) < ((\/5+1)/2)|x— yl.
Hence,

1 tn—l 1
e e
2 17&((\/§+1)/2) (1 _ t)l—Zm g1 |x _ tw|n—2(p—l)m ( )

where o is the normalized measure on the unit sphere §"! of R".
Now it is easy to check that

1 1
- < -
J‘Snfl |x— tw|”*2(P*1)m dO'(W) - (|x| v t)n—Z(P—l)m’

where |x| vV t = max(|x|,t)

(3.11)

(3.12)

(3.13)

(3.14)

(3.15)

(3.16)

(3.17)



Imed Bachar 11

Hence

1 £2(p-1m-1
I ﬁj ———dt—0 asa—0. 3.18
27 Ncatsiy (1= p)A-2m (3.18)

(b) If n = 2(p — 1)m, then using (1.3), we have

1 1
1< J L <2+ ) d
sann o\ =y +0)8() ) (a(y)) "

+J Lo <2+ 1 ) L (3.19)
B(x,a0)ND, & |x—y|2 +8(X)6(y) (6(y))lf2m y
=L +DL,

where D, and D, are given in Case 2(a).
(b1) y € D;. Using Lemma 2.4, we have §(x) ~ §(y) and so [x — y| < §(y).
Hence, by (1.3), (1.26) and (1.24), we deduce that

1 1
B(xa)nD; 1X = Yl A=2m
< S S— PR e L SN —
< JB(x,a)le = iz dy <« 0 asa 0.
(bz) y € D,. Using Lemma 2.4, we have 8(y) < ((+~/5+1)/2)|x — yI.
Hence,
3 1
L=< J Log| 2+ d
27 Ja-asmsiyien g( (8(y))2> (6(y))A72m Y (321)

1 tn—l 3
< ——Tog|(2+ dt —0 asa— 0.
L—a((ﬁmm (1—p)t-2m g( (1- t)2)

(¢) If n<2(p — 1)m, then the result follows by using (1.3), Lemma 2.4 and similar
argument to Case 2(a). 0

COROLLARY 3.7. For p = 2, the class }55)” properly contains K, .

Proof. The assertion follows from (3.5), Remark 3.5 and Proposition 3.6. O

4, Existence results

We are concerned with the existence of positive continuous solutions for the iterated
polyharmonic nonlinear problems (1.8) and (1.10). The following preliminary results
will be used in the sequel.

PROPOSITION 4.1. Let xy € B and ¢ be a function in }%’,)n. Then

. d\"
lim (sup JB(XO’MOB (%) ® (%, 9) | 9(y) |dy> —o. (4.1)

a=0\ xeB
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Proof. Let e >0, then by (1.7) and (2.2) there exists « > 0 such that

6@»m@) | am
7 rmn > d ﬁ + 6 d .
IB(xg,(x)ﬁB <8(X) ' (x y) | go(y) | V=€ B(xo,0) NBNB(x,a) ( (y)) |(P(y) | 4
(4.2)

Hence using Lemma 3.2, the result holds by letting o — 0. O
CoROLLARY 4.2. Let ¢ € }Ef)n and xo € B. Then

. 1 (p) (p)

lim| sup —— J Tinn(x,2)Timn(z, ¥) | @(2) dz) =0. (4.3)

a—0 (MEPB Fgr‘?,)n(x,)/) BAB(xo,) »e()]
CoROLLARY 4.3. Let ¢ be a function in }55,),1. Then the function

_ [ (D" - -
x— O(x):= 50x) mn (%, ¥)@(y)dy, is continuous on B. (4.4)
B

Proof. Letx, € Band e > 0. By Proposition 4.1, there exists & > 0 such that for each x,x” €
B(xy,®) N B, we have
@) (x, y) e y)

m m ) m d
0" e |G e ldy

|00 - 0()| = |

B

@) (x, y) e y)

5 7| (8(y)" dy.
0G)" ey | OV lewldy

(4.5)

cor|
(lxo—yl=2a)NB

Now since for y € B°(x,2a«), the function x — (5(}/)/8(96))'”1",(12)”(36,)/) is continuous on
B(xo,a) N B, we deduce by Lemma 3.2 and the dominated convergence theorem that

(p) (p) ’
Linn (%, y) Dy (% ,}’) m ,
i~ o | (000) 7 [e(y)[dy — 0 asx—x'| —0.
Jux[,fywzzum GG (awe)” | SN leldy
(4.6)
Hence ® € C(B). This completes the proof. O
The next remark will be used to obtain regularity of the solution.
Remark 4.4. Letr >n and f be a nonnegative measurable function in L"(B). Let
Vi f(x) = J ng{)n(x,y)f(y)dy, for x € B. (4.7)
B

Then V,,, f € C**"~1(B).



Imed Bachar 13

Indeed, by using the regularity theory of [1] (see also [10, Theorem 5.1] and [5, Theo-
rem IX.32]) we obtain that V,,, f € W2P™7(B). Furthermore, since r > 1, then one finds
that V,,,, f € C?"~1(B) (see [9, Chapter 7, page 158] or [5, Corollary IX.15]).

4.1. Positive bounded solutions of the problem (1.8). We consider the case 2 <n <
(2p — 1)m to study the existence of positive bounded continuous solutions for the it-
erated polyharmonic nonlinear problem (1.8).

We start with the following existence result.

THEOREM 4.5. Let A >0 and assume (H, ), (H,) and (Hy). Then the problem

(=A)YP"u = f(-,u), in B (in the sense of distributions)
u(x)—A (Py)

xl=1 (1 = |x])™ " o

has at least one positive solutions uy € C(B).

Proof. Let A > 0. Then by (H;) and (H>), the function ¢(y) := f(y,4)/(8(y))™ € K. So
by (3.5) and Proposition 3.3, we have [[¢ll 4,1 < co. Let F be the convex set given by

F={ueCB):d<us<h+(8x))"19llmnil. (4.8)
We consider the integral operator T on F, defined by
Tux) = A+ | T f () dy. (4.9)

We will prove that T has a fixed point in F. Since for u € F and y € B, we have by (H;)

f(u(y))
(dGn™

=¢(y), (4.10)

then by Corollary 4.3, we deduce that the family TF is equicontinuous in B. In particular,
forall u € F, Tu € C(B) and so it is clear that TF C F. Moreover, the family {Tu(x), u €
F} is uniformly bounded in B. It follows by Ascoli’s theorem that TF is relatively compact
in C(B).

Next, let us prove the continuity of T in F. We consider a sequence {vi} in F which
converges uniformly to a function v € F. Then we have

| Tvi(x) = Tv(x)| = L Din o) | f (ove) = F(rov(p) [y, (411)
Now, by the monotonicity of f, we have

Lf () = fF (v | <2f(3,1) =2(8(») " p(p), (4.12)
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and since f is continuous with respect to the second variable, we deduce by (2.5), Lemma
3.2 and the dominated convergence theorem, that

VxeB, Tv(x)— Tv(x) ask— oo. (4.13)
Since TF is relatively compact in C(B), we have the uniform convergence, namely
||Tvi — Tv||, — 0 ask — oo. (4.14)

Thus we have proved that T is a compact mapping from F to itself. Hence by Schiuder
fixed point theorem, there exists u) € F such that

w(x) :“L P ) f (o)) dy. (4.15)

Finally, we need to verify that u), is a solution for the problem (P, ). Since by (H;) we have
for each y € B, f(y,ur(y)) < f(y,4) = (6(¥))"@(y), then we deduce from Lemma 3.2,
that the function y — f(y,ux(y)) is in LIIOC(B). So it is clear that u, satisfies (in the sense
of distributions) the elliptic differential equation

(=A)P"u = f(-,u) inB. (4.16)

Moreover, since u) € F, then it satisfies

0< M < 8(x). (4.17)
(1—1xl)
Hence lim 1 (1) (x) — A/(1 = |x])™~!) = 0. This completes the proof. O

In the sequel, we consider a sequence (1) of positive real numbers, decreasing to zero.
We denote by u; the solution of the problem (P;,) given by Theorem 4.5 and satisfying
(4.15). That is

() =Ak+J I o) f (nu())dy, VkeN, Vx e B. (4.18)
B

LEMMA 4.6. There exists a positive constant a such that for all k € N, and x € B, u(x) =

a(d(x))™.
Proof. By (2.3) and (2.5), we remark that for 2 < n < (2p — 1)m, we have on B

T80, ) ~ (8(y)™ (4.19)

Then again by (2.3) and (2.5), we deduce that there exists a positive constant ¢ > 1 such
that we have for each x,y € B

1 (060) " (0,) = T ) < X0, ) (4.20)
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This implies by (4.18) that

e(x) < c(Ak+J ') (0 y)f(y,uk(y))dy> — cug(0), (4.21)
we(x) = %(5(@)’”(@ + JBri,{L(o,y)f(y,uk(y))dy)
(4.22)
> 2(60)"( inf ux(0)).

We claim that a = (1/¢)(infxen 4 (0)) > 0. Assume on the contrary that there exists a
subsequence (u, (0))s which converges to zero. In particular, for s large enough, we have
ur,(0) < 1. Which implies with (4.21) and (H;) that

U, (0) = A, +I )0, O, f (yyu,(»))dy = M, +J (0, ») f(y,c)dy. (4.23)
Thus, by letting s to oo, we reach a contradiction from hypothesis (H4). This completes
the proof. O

Now we are ready to prove the existence result for the problem (1.8).

THEOREM 4. 7 Assume (Hy )—(Ha). Then the problem (1.8) has at least one positive solution
u € C*m=1(B), satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1}

(=D ™u(x) ~ (8(x))™. (4.24)

Proof. Let (uy ) the sequence of functions satisfying (4.18) and a be the constant given in
Lemma 4.6. By hypothesis (H,), we deduce that the function

f(y,a(8(y)"™)
(8™

Since for each k € N and y € B, we have by (H;)

fu(») _ f(a6())”)
@oN™ — (eG))”

then using (4.18) and similar argument as in the proof of Theorem 4.5, we deduce that the
family (uy ) is relatively compact in C(B). Then it follows that there exists a subsequence
(ux,)s which converges uniformly to a function u € C(B). Moreover, by Lemma 4.6, we
have u(x) = a(8(x))™, for each x € B. Hence, using the continuity of f with respect to the
second variable, we apply the dominated convergence theorem in (4.18) to obtain that

50()’) = € Kiun- (4.25)

=9(y) (4.26)

J quf)n (6, ) f(y,u(y))dy (4.27)
Using Lemma 4.6, (H, ), and (H3) we obtain for each y € B,

fluy) < f(yald(y)™) = (6()"p(y) €L (B). (4.28)



16  Positive solutions for higher-order equations

So it is clear that u satisfies (in the sense of distributions) the elliptic differential equation

(=A)P"u= f(-,u), inB. (4.29)

Furthermore, by (4.27), (4.28), and Remark 4.4, we deduce that u € C*>?™~1(B).
Therefore, using (4.27) and (1.1) it is easy to check that

(—A)"u(x) = JB I ) f(ruy)dy, Vke{o,...,p—1}. (4.30)

Now since by (H;), the function ¢ € K, ,, then it follows by [3, Proposition 3.4] that
@l mn1 < . So using (4.30), (4.28), and (3.3), there exists ¢ > 0, such that for all k €
{0,...,p— 1} and x € B, we have

(—=A)FMu(x) < CJB G (26, 9) (8(1) " 0(»)dy < c(8(x))" |l mym1- (4.31)

On the other hand, from (4.30), (2.3) and (H;), there exists ¢y > 0, such that for all k €
{0,...,p— 1} and x € B, we have

(D) u(x) = cO(S(x))mL O F (1) ™ I @llmnr ) dy. (4.32)

Now by (H3), we deduce that

| @™ (3@ 19l dy < o (4.33)

That is (—A)*"u(x) ~ (8(x))™ and u is the required solution. O

Example 4.8. Assume that 2 <n < (2p —1)m. Let « >0, r >n and A < 1/r. Let p be a
nonnegative nontrivial measurable function in B such that 0 < p(x) < (8(x))™*, for
x € B. Then the following problem

(=A)P"yu =p(x)u™®, in B (in the sense of distributions)

(=A)u(x) (4.34)

im — =0, forO0<k=<p-1,
xl—1 (17|x|)m 1 p

has a positive solution u € C?P™~1(B) satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1}

(=D ™u(x) ~ (8(x))"™. (4.35)
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4.2. Positive singular solutions of the problem (1.10). We are interested in the existence
of positive singular solutions for the iterated polyharmonic nonlinear problem (1.10).
Our main result is the following theorem.

THEOREM 4.9. Assume (A1)—(A4). Then the problem (1.10) has infinitely many solutions.
More precisely, there exists by > 0 such that for each b € (0,by], the problem (1.10) has a
solution u € C*P"~1(B\ {0}) satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1} and x € B

PLN (,0) = (-0 () = 21 (,0), (4.36)
Moreover, for n = 2(p — k)m we have limy|_o((— A)Fmy(x) /T, o k)(x,O)) =b.

To prove Theorem 4.9, we need the following results.

Next, for a nonnegative function p € K, we denote by

M, = {h € Ky |h] < p}. (4.37)

Then we have the following proposition.

ProrosriTioN 4.10. Let k € {0,1,...,p — 1} and p be a nonnegative function in Ky, ,. Then
the family of functions

(p=k) (p—k)
m,n (x, )’)rm,n (}’> 0) .
i( JB e dyhem, (4.38)

is uniformly bounded and equicontinuous on B, and consequently it is relatively compact in
C(B).

Proof. Using Theorem 2.5, (3.3) and (2.2), the proof follows by similar arguments as in
[3, Lemma 4.3]. O

PutF:= {w € C*(B) : ||lw|le < 1}, where || - || is the uniform norm. So we obtain the
following corollary.

COROLLARY 4.11. Assume (A;)—(As3). Fork € {0,1,..., p — 1}, we define the operator Ty on
F by

Trw(x) = ;J an,Zk)(x,y)w(y,w(y)F%’,L(y,O))dy, x € B. (4.39)
'(x,0) B

Then the family of functions Ty (F) is relatively compact in C(B).

Proof. Since by (Az) and (3.3) there exists a constant ¢ > 0 such that for each k € {0,...,
p—1} ly(y,w(y )F (y,O))/F(p g (,0)] X ge(x) = q(x,¢Gpmu(x,0)), then the result fol-
lows from (A3) and Proposition 4.10. O
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Remark 4.12. Letk € {0,...,p—1},n=2(p —k)mand a > 0. Then for y € B(0,2a) N B,
we have

T8 (x, y)

Iim ———2%-=0. 4.40
x1=0 1) (x,0) (440)

So, using the same argument as in the proof of Proposition 4.10, we deduce that | Txw(x)|
— 0as |x| — 0, uniformly for all w € F.

Now we are ready to prove Theorem 4.9.

Proof of Theorem 4.9. We aim at proving the existence of a constant by > 0 such that for
each b € (0,by], there exists a continuous function u in B\{0} satisfying the following
integral equation

u(x) = bEEL (x,0 ern(x D (uy)dy, x€B\{0). (4.41)

Letk € {0,1,...,p — 1} and € (0,1). Then by Proposition 4.10, we deduce that the func-
tion

1 (p—k) (p)
nxw=—f——Jﬁx 5T (1,00 (7, BT (7,0)) dy (4.42)
f 2.9 (x,0) )8

is continuous in B. Moreover, by (A3), Proposition 3.3, (A;) and the dominated conver-
gence theorem we deduce that

}311% Tip(x) =0, VxeB. (4.43)
Since the function  — Ty g(x) is nondecreasing in (0, 1), it follows by Dini lemma, that

hm (sup Tk 5(x)) =0. (4.44)

xEB

Using further (3.3) and that the function t — g(x,t) is nondecreasing in (0, 0), there
exists 5 € (0,1) such that for eachl € {0,...,p— 1} andx € B,

R S 1
g T 000 Ty < 5 (449
Let by = (2/3)p and b € (0,by]. We will use a fixed point argument. Let
S= {weC(F):gs w0(x) < 32—”} (4.46)
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Then, S is a nonempty, closed, bounded, and convex set in C(B). We define for 0 < k <
p — 1, the operator Ly on S by

1 B
Liw(x) =b+ @T(xo) JB B ()0 (70 TEn(7,0)dy, Vx€B.  (447)

m,n

By Corollary 4.11 and (A;) it is easy to verify that Ly is a compact operator mapping S into
itself. So by the Schiuder fixed point theorem there exists of wy € S such that Lywy = wp.
For all x € B\ {0}, put u(x) = wo(x)l"gy{)n(x,O). Then, u is a continuous function in
B\{0} satisfying (4.41). Finally let us prove that u is a solution of the problem (1.10).
Indeed, since u is a positive continuous function in B\ {0}, then it follows from (4.41)
that V,,,w(-,u) € Llloc(B\{O}). By (A,), (3.3), (A4) and Remark 4.4, we deduce that u €
C?"=1(B\{0}). So from (4.41), we derive that for each x € B\{0} and 0 <k < p— 1

(~A)"u(x) = bEEY (x,0) + jB I (e )y (3 u(y)) dy

= T (x,0) Liwo (x).

(4.48)

Finally, using Remark 4.12 and that the set S is invariant under Ly, we verify that u is the
required solution. This completes the proof. O

Example 4.13. Assume that n >2m. Let r >n, 1 <A < 1+ 1/mr and y = A. Then there
exists by > 0 such that for each b € (0,by], the following nonlinear problem

(—A)YP™Myy(x) = (u(xA))FH . in B\{0},
(8(x) +u(x))" (Gyn(x,0))"
(- A)"mu(x)

S (1 )™

(4.49)
=0, forO<k=<p-1,

has a positive solution u € C?"~1(B\ {0}) satisfying for k € {0,1,...,p — 1} and allx € B

b

zr‘P 9 (x,0) < (AY™u(x) < 32b 2 (x,0) (4.50)

and for n > 2(p — k)m, we have lim\x\ﬂo((—A)kmu(x)/l"gfi;k) (x,0)) = 0.

Indeed, hypotheses (A;)—(A3) are obviously satisfied and hypothesis (A4) follows from
Corollary 2.2 and [13, lemma, page 726].

4.3. Positive solutions of the problem (1.15).

THEOREM 4.14. Assume (R1)—(Rs3). Then the problem (1.15) has at least one positive solu-
tion u € C*P™~1(B), satisfying for all k € {0,...,p — 1}

(=AY ™u(x) ~ (8(x))". (4.51)
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Proof. Let K be a compact in B such that y:= [ h(y)dy >0 and define r := min,ex
(6(y)™ >0.

By Corollary 2.2 and (3.4), there exist ¢; >0 and ¢, > 0 such that for each x,y € B we
have

1 (8()8(1))™ < Tn(x,y) < C2Gimu(x, ). (4.52)

By (Ry1) we can find a > 0 such that ¢;ry f(ar) = a.
Since by (R;) the function ¢ € K, C }55)”, then it follows by Proposition 3.3 that

B:=l@llmn,p < . (4.53)

By (R,2) we can find b > a such that ¢;8g(2"b) < b.
Now let A be the convex set given by

A={ueCB):a(6(x)" < ulx) <b(8(x))"}, (4.54)
and T be the operator defined on A by
Tulx) = | Th ()@ () dy. (4.55)

Using (R;), (Rz), (4.52) and similar arguments as in the proof of Corollary 4.3 one can
verify that T is a compact operator mapping A into itself.
So the Schiuder fixed point theorem implies the existence of u € A such that

u(x) = L T, ) (3, (7)) dy. (4.56)

Using (R;), (R3) and similar arguments as in the proof of Theorem 4.7, it is easy to verify
that u € C2rm-1(B).
Furthermore, from (1.1) we obtain that for each k € {0,...,p— 1} and x € B

(- mua) = [ TN o y)0 () dy. (4.57)
Finally, using (4.57), (4.52) and (R;), we show that u is the required solution. O
Example 4.15. Letr >n, p € (0,1) and 0 < A < min(u/2, /7).
Then the problem
2 w2
(—A)P"yu(x) = (1 tu (x)) - inB

(8(x) +u2(x))

(4.58)
_ AYkm
(=A) uxz =0, for0<k=<p-1,

lel=1 (1 - [x])
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has at least one positive solution u € C2?"~1(B), satisfying
(=N u(x) ~ (8(x))", Vke {0,...,p—1}. (4.59)

Indeed, hypotheses of Theorem 4.14, are satisfied with ®(x,t) = (1 + £2)#2/(8(x) +
201, o(x) = 1/(8(x))M™, g(t) = (1 +2)#2, f(t) = (1+2)¥>~* and h(x) is some positive
constant.
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