LGBTF almost daily newsZINE Thursday May 6,1993

MONTANA

J.P. Betts will be taking the new office of the President at University of Montana the fall. Betts is an open homosexual in the Montana town of Missoula. Betts 24 year old junior in environmental biology from Bozeman Montana ran for the student Senate a year earlier. Jolane Flanigan 23 a junior in communications from Miles City was his successful running mate. His campaign of course wasn’t without problems. They did receive some "pretty creative messages" including phone calls.

OKLAHOMA

About 50 people demonstrated outside a club in Norman OK recently. The group was protesting a sign reading ’No Dykes’ over the bar.At one point a large group of women went to the bar and did the two-step. The owner declared the bar closed. The Gay Rights Group’s, Simply Equal, members plan to file discrimination complaints.

FINLAND

Finnish LesbianAnd Gay Studies Only during the late 1980’s have Lesbian and Gay Studies got fully under way in Finland. Lesbian Studies Network was founded in 1989 and acts as a joined working body for women interested in the field, as well as two-year-old Gay Studies Network for men.Together they have about one hundred members. They function jointly by membership bulletins of both networks four times a year. Last year saw the first university-level Lesbian and Gay Studies course when "Daughters of Sappho - Lectures in Lesbian Studies" was carried out as a part women’s studies programme in the University of Helsinki. Lesbian Studies course seems to have established its space within Women’s studies at the Helsinki University. A similar course was held in the Fall 1992. Also several lectures were held in the universities of Kuopio and Turku. In order to facilitate research a Central Library of Lesbian and Gay Studies has been founded in connection with the Library of Social Sciences of the University of Helsinki.At the moment it contains ca. 150 books related to the subject. Relevant literature can also be found in the departements of women’s studies in Helsinki and Turku, as well as in various small libraries of the organizations of sexual minorities, eg SETA-libraries in Helsinki and Turku.

DOMESTIC PARTNERS

Gay couples to get benefits at Clark The trustees of Clark University voted last weekend to extend a range of benefits to the domestic partners of gay and lesbian faculty and staff. Personnel director Lynn Olson, who recommended the policy change, said in a statment that the university hoped the benefit would help them recruit and retain faculty and staff. Qualified gay and lesbian couples will be entitled to health and dental insurance, tuition waivers, and bereavement leave, officials said.

COLORADO

NYU was added to the list of Amendment 2 boycott. The New York University law School faculty committee has joined the economic boycott aimed at the Colorado Amendment 2. The committee voted to join the boycott barring Coloardo employers from recruiting law graduates on the NYU campus, use of school resources in the help of COlorado recruitment and recommended a ban of travel to COlorado or purchases from the state.

NEWYORK

Gay synagogue to march in this month’s salute to Israel Parade. A compromise was agreed upon. The congregation of Beth Simchat Torah of Manhattan will march with the banner of the Association of Reform Zionists of America in the May 9 parade. The parades sponsors will possibly avoid the type of controversy that surrounded the St Patrick’s Day parade where 228 LGBTF protesters where arrested.

IDAHO

Most Lawmakers Oppose proposed ballot measure. Nine of the area’s state senators and representatives said they opposed the proposed 1994 ballot measure. Most of the legislators who opposed the initiative said it was aimed at an issue whether homosexuality should have the same status as race, ethnicirty, sex, age, and religion under civil rights laws that has not arisen in Idaho, and will divide the state needlessly. The ICA Kelly Walton, is launching a petition drive to put its initiative on next year’s general election ballot.

OREGON

OCA anti-homosexual ballot measures. On June 29 Junction City and five counties including Crook, Douglas, Josephine, Klamath, and Linn will vote on the latest OCA ballot issues. The OCA gathered enough signatures in other counties but will be held up getting on the ballot temporarily by a variety of technicalities including lawsuits. The latest round of OCA initiatives prohibit local governments from adopting or enforcing anti-discrimination law protecting homosexuals as a group, or using public resources "to promote or approve homosexuality."

MICHIGAN

Inmate with AIDS forced to wear hockey mask. A prison inmate with HIV accused of trying to infect nurse with his body wastes faces trial on a charge of assault with intent to murder. The court had ordered the inmate masked with a hockey mask in a previous court appearance. This was to calm the fears of the court personnel of getting spit on. As a precaution four court officers were positioned around the inmate while in court. They were ordered to spray him with pepper gas if he made any "threatening moves". The attorney stated there is no evidence that saliva can transmit HIV.

MINNESOTA

Sharon Kowalski Returns Home Karen Thompson won a a fight to become guardian of he brain-damaged lesbian lover. Kowalski was to have joined her lover Thompson at her home on April 29th. The home has had to be specially equipped for handicap accessibility. The homecoming announcement was made at the MOW interfaith ceremony of commitment. This is a victory for the LGBTF community according to Thompson.