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———————————————————————————————— Sam Pickering



———————————————————————————————— Sam Pickering

things very far,” he says.  Regularly, he reads his work out loud and lets his wife and
children comment, often leaving himself wide open for a few potshots.





—————————————————————————————————— Nonfiction

JUMPING FIRE:
A SMOKEJUMPER’S MEMOIR OF FIGHTING WILDFIRE
nonfiction by Murry A. Taylor

Harcourt Inc., 2000
ISBN: 0-15-100589-3

Review by Tamara Vishkina
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raises some interesting issues along the way.
Not every reader will pick up on the religious and historical subtexts of Fire

Bringer, nor is such a study necessary. But at the very least, a young reader will be
aware that Fire Bringer is a great story. Rannoch is a multifaceted character, and
readers will be sure to find themselves in sympathy with his struggles. Rannoch's
friends and enemies are not always so well developed, but at the least they are
straightforward characters who are easy to cheer for or despise. The writing is often
quite beautiful, though sometimes Mr. Clement-Davies' strong vision is let down by

book was slightly too long. Some setorics of the story, especially near the end, could
have been less drawn out. But these are minor points which will probably clear
themselves up in later books by this promising author.

Fire Bringer should reach a large audience. Animal lovers and fantasy
enthusiasts are the most obvious targets. But the novel should also appeal to those
with interests as far-ranging as Scotland, comparative religion, and anthropology. It
is an ambitious work which succeeds in most regards, and a rare book which
deserves a place in both the children's and the adult setorics of libraries and
bookstores everywhere.
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————————————————————————————— Fiction in  Anthology

Note to Biographer’s Regarding Famous Author Flannery O’Connor”, where the
character, Mary Helen (yes, just like the author), burns her PhD thesis due to the
thesis supervisor labeling it “unscholarly and banal”, to the final story, Margo
Rabb’s “How to Tell a Story”, in which the narrator struggles with her compulsion to
write an autobiographical short story, the collection is filled with convincing ordeals
of comedy and trauma.  

Also dealing with academia (and factory life) is Tim Gautreaux’s “Dancing
with the One-Armed Gal”, in which fired factory worker Iry Boudreax picks up



————————————————————————————— Fiction in  Anthology

“Box” by A. Manette Ansay manifests a carton of innocent kittens that serves
as a marker for the give-and-take of a marriage, while “Just Married” by Tony





————————————————————————–———— Contemporary Fiction

Miller takes the reader through the memories of Jo Becker’s life. The author does
this so well that there are times when the reader feels nestled in the big house with
Jo Becker, comfortable in the palm of the writer’s hand.

The story takes off running in the beginning. We lose our breath as we try to
keep up, the excitement alive. Jo Becker — her false identity created out of
desperation, out of boredom. Her fear of a life that she fears will never seem
complete. The husband she left behind, the new people in her life that seem to define
some part of herself. And then something horrible happens, something that Jo will
never be able to erase from her memor
.

Eli enters her life like lightning in a thunderstorm. Thoughts and feelings
surface that Jo cannot hide nor escape, but there seems no outlet for such frivolity.
Daniel is always there for everyone, so perfect, so right, so true. The comfort with
Daniel is special; she knows that in the depths of her person.  Buwill nalso
recognizes the breath and life of another part of her. Jo sometimes becomes
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————————————————————————–——–––––––—— Classic Fiction

CALL IT SLEEP
by Henry Roth

The Noonday Press (Farrar, Straus and Giroux), New York
ISBN: 0-374-52292-8

Review by Elizabeth Routen

We look to the best books as examples which fulfill both the basic commandments
of writing — entertain, educate, persuade — and the subtle slights of hand which



————————————————————————–——–––––––—— Classic Fiction

adopted children.   But these are unusual children, forced to grow old too quickly by
the reality which cannot be hidden by youthful games.  The sometimes startling
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Coming December 15:

REVIEWS OF

William Least Heat-Moon’s River Horse

Paul Beatty’s Tuff

Niall Ferguson’s The Pity of War

A FEATURE ON

Umberto Eco

and more . . .
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